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Introduction
In regions that have historically depended on extractive resources, even new economic pathways are often anchored on a heritage of mining, highlighting the strength of mining’s legacy and sense of place.  Associations between place and what characterises it can influence how local residents perceive their place, their future and their perceptions of outsiders. It is no surprise then, that there is often resistance to climate change initiatives in resource-dependent regions. Harnessing local knowledge and leadership, therefore, is critical for building climate resilience and progressing adaptation planning. 

Objectives
To understand how insights from a place-based study set in a resource-dependent region in Aotearoa New Zealand can be applied to increase local buy-in and engagement with climate risk assessments and adaptation planning. 

Methodology
Theories of place and storytelling methodologies provide a qualitative way of understanding and making sense of the world. Using narrative inquiry and observational data, six towns on the West Coast of the South Island, Aotearoa New Zealand were selected to investigate resource dependency and related narratives of place. Interviews were conducted with 34 informants during the course of this research.

Findings
Insights from this place-based development study demonstrates how sense of place anchored on resources remains strong, even after use of those resources wane. Building climate resilience and progressing adaptation planning, can therefore be expected to meet resistance from locals in those areas. Harnessing local knowledge and leadership is critical for engagement and getting local buy-in for climate change initiatives. 

Significance of the work for policy and practice 
This research explores insights from a place-based study set in a resource-dependent region in Aotearoa New Zealand, and discusses challenges with local resistance, how we can harness the power of local knowledge and leadership to support the climate adaptation process and ultimately enhance community resilience. Leveraging the power of these qualitative methodologies offers opportunities for improving community engagement in climate change risk assessments and local adaptation planning strategies, ultimately increasing community-wide resilience. In this manner, qualitative methodologies can complement traditional quantitative-based risk assessments and guide adaptation planning.






