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Introduction
Forests have risen to the centre of climate change discussions for their potential to sequester and store carbon (climate change mitigation). However, in the field of climate change adaptation, forests and trees are too often overlooked. 
Article 7 of the Paris Agreement sets out a ‘global goal on adaptation’ with the aim to enhance adaptive capacity, strengthen resilience and reduce vulnerability to climate change. Forests provide ecosystem services that help manage climate change risks by reducing the emissions that drive more frequent and intense climate extreme events, countering vulnerability, and enhancing adaptive capacities and resilience (Libert-Amico et al., 2022). Forests provide an example of nature’s contributions to people and can be successfully included in adaptation strategies when their ecosystem services and biodiversity are recognized as part of ecosystem-based adaptation.
This has been recognized in the IPCC Sixth Assessment Report (2022), which called for upscaling tested adaptation measures that contribute to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals, with specific mention made to agroforestry and forest-based adaptation. Forest-based adaptation, understood as climate actions that mobilize forests and trees to address climate risks, includes an array of measures such as forest conservation, sustainable forest management, reforestation, trees in cities, and trees on farms. 

Objectives
This presentation seeks to share ongoing work of FAO on adaptation metrics with partners to highlight the contributions of forests and trees to adaptation, with mitigation and biodiversity co-benefits. We explore how the forestry sector can contribute to filling the gap between adaptation planning and implementation through the development of measurable targets and indicators that can help countries track, assess and inform adaptation and strengthen monitoring, evaluation and learning (MEL) systems in the context of the Global Goal on Adaptation. 

Methodology.
FAO has been contributing to the development of adaptation metrics for agrifood systems and shaping food, agriculture and forestry indicators under the UAE-Belem Work Programme on Adaptation Indicators, set to be finalized by COP 30 this year. In addition, FAO works closely with governments to establish adaptation MEL systems to track progress and enhance resilience in agrifood systems.
In parallel, we have sought to engage member nations, research partners and forestry experts to discuss the policy implications of applying forest science, innovation and technology to report and learn on resilience and climate change adaptation.  
Furthermore, a review of submitted Biennial Transparency Reports (BTR) was carried out to assess country priorities with regards to adaptation, resilience and forests. 

Findings and Significance of the work for policy and practice 
The science, innovation and technology promoted by the forestry sector has the potential to provide input not only to climate change mitigation, but also to discussions on adaptation. National forest inventories, forest monitoring from the community to the national level, and technological advances in forest assessments can harness crucial insight to the global effort to develop a manageable set of indicators to assess progress towards the UAE Framework for Global Climate Resilience (the GGA framework), under discussion at COP30 in Belém, Brazil, in November, 2025.
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