Paper
Indigenous Knowledge, Individual efforts, and Environmental Justice in India

Introduction- It is beyond debate that climate change is causing havoc in the world. The developing world lacks the resources to fight it. At the same time, these countries are trying to march ahead on the path of development which has its own costs. The states do commit to curb pollution so as to minimize the impact of climate change and avoid any further damage to the environment. Unfortunately, it has not made the desired difference. However, there are individuals who with their leadership skills, indigenous knowledge and innovative ideas have brought humongous change in the landscape thus protecting the environment as well. 
Objective - The research proposes to study three individuals whose efforts have made a mark and been recognized and facilitated by the state. They include:- Kollakkayil Devaki Amma, Lahari Bai, Jadav Payeng. Kollakkayil Devaki Amma succeeded in transforming her 4.5 acres of land in Kollakal into a forest having over 3,000 plants and trees in four decades. Secondly, Jadav Payeng, also known as the Forest Man of India, has turned the sandbar of the river Brahmaputra into a forest reserve. The forest known as “Molai forest ” is spread in an area of about 1,360 acres. The forest is home to Bengal tigers, Indian rhinoceros, and over 100 deer and rabbits. Molai forest is also home to monkeys and several varieties of birds, including a large number of vultures. Lastly, Lahari Bai also known as the “Millet Woman of India” has conserved 150 rare millet seeds. Millet is not only extremely healthy for human beings but it also protects the environment. Millets help the environment by reducing water usage, improving soil health, and being resistant to pests and diseases. The paper not only aims to discuss the efforts of these individuals but also their role in the entire environmental justice and environmental governance discourse in India.
Methodology- The study will entail studying secondary sources on government policies and their implementation in the context of environment protection and climate change, journal articles and available data on India’s environmental health. 
Findings- Their efforts justify the argument made in the context of an effective governance that the participation of the society is essential for an effective governance. In the above-mentioned cases efforts made by individuals led to massive change.
Significane of the work for policy and practice- The paper would help in understanding the kind of policies need to be framed for protecting the environment. The efforts made by such individuals also at times elude the minds of the experts. At the same time, it would help those involved in environmental governance. It would help them in understanding the need to create the much-desired conducive conditions for an effective environmental governance.

