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Uninhabitable futures? Navigating the exploitation of climate disasters and 'uninhabitability': insights from Barbuda post hurricane Irma

	
The notion of uninhabitability is used to characterize a place rendered unlivable due to climate change impacts giving rise to important questions for adaptation policy and practice. Existing research recognizes that conditions of habitability are context specific differing across environments, peoples, cultures, histories, values, and lived experiences, and that they can shift and change. Therefore, bottom up approaches and local voices are critical for understanding habitability. However, there is limited empirical academic work that demonstrates how uninhabitability is not just a condition, but a complex socio-political dynamic that can be exploited and instrumentalized such as in post climate disaster contexts. Our paper explores this gap through the case of Barbuda  after Hurricane Irma in 2017, which followed with the declaration of an emergency situation, enforcement of a mandatory evacuation, and the structuring of a political narrative of the island as ‘uninhabitable’. Our paper uses auto-ethnography to give visibility to lived experiences of Barbudans, contrasted to narrative analysis of the international press's portrayal of the trajectory of actions after the hurricane. We conclude that existing uninhabitability frameworks should not only center on place based methods but should recognize power dynamics and the emerging risk of politicization of scientific climate concepts.


Introduction
In drawing the line between, and identifying shifts in, habitability and uninhabitability, multidisciplinary interconnections and ground rooted perspectives are still insufficiently feeding into scientific and policy developments. Our paper is grounded in the recent history of the Caribbean island of Barbuda following Hurricane Irma in 2017.  

Objectives
Bring climate researchers and policy-makers to further consider approaches and frameworks to characterize habitability under climate change that are not only place-based but account for power, ethics and justice. Our contribution seeks to extend beyond Barbuda’s spatial and temporal context and explore research methods on habitability-adaptability, including how academia can collaborate with individuals on the frontlines of climate disaster and involve communities in this process. 

Methodology
Our paper combines an auto-ethnographic method by sharing, interpreting and self-interpreting memories of the hurricane with traditional narrative analysis.  

Findings
Distinguishing habitability and uninhabitability is a social, economic, and political matter. Positioning such a shift of place due to climate forces, externalizes the inherent power behind creating vulnerable places. The case study of Barbuda demonstrates how the un/inhabitability discourse in the context of climate change can have a real epistemic and normative power to define the adaptation futures of a place. 

Significance of the work for policy and practice 
Uninhabitability is increasingly treated at the intersections with mobility research and relocation as an adaptation option. It is critical that habitability shifts integrate justice and are characterized as a continuum in the face of climate change. This characterization can better inform: climate finance, adaptation, and associated adaptation limits and losses and damages (and Loss and Damage financing).  





