
	Side event
African Synthesis Centre for Climate Change, Environment and Development (ASCEND): Accelerating actionable research on climate change.


	Aims of the side event: 
The proposed side event is intended to highlight the recently launched African Synthesis Centre for Climate Change, Environment and Development (ASCEND) as a new actionable research organization and highlight research opportunities at ASCEND, especially for researchers from across the Global South. 

We will share work that ASCEND is doing and aim to network with potential partners who could support the transdisciplinary synthesis teams hosted by ASCEND and other synthesis research efforts in low and middle income countries. The side event is also intended to engage other experts with experience in synthesis research to further build the global community of practice on synthesis research for climate change action, particularly on key issues related to integrating indigenous knowledge systems in line with AFS 2025 conference theme 1. 
Background on ASCEND: 
The African Synthesis Centre for Climate Change, Environment and Development (ASCEND) based at the University of Cape Town in South Africa is a platform for accelerating actionable research on climate change across Africa and globally. The ASCEND website is https://ascendclimate.org/
ASCEND was launched in late 2023 to provide specialised infrastructure for enabling teamwork across research, policy, and practice. The first ASCEND teams began in 2025 and are synthesizing diverse data and knowledge to accelerate solutions-oriented research for climate change and development.
ASCEND is the first synthesis centre in Africa focused on climate change.
ASCEND aims to reshape power relations in synthesis research, with Global South teams setting research agendas, leading ground-breaking transdisciplinary research, and delivering actionable insights for stronger and more inclusive climate action. 

This side event will share details of ASCEND progress and learnings hosting the first cohort of teams focused on climate change adaptation and resilience across Africa, including the BAOBAB initiative to address the knowledge–capacity–policy gap for synthesis research on climate change in Africa.  The event will also share opportunities for future teams to be hosted at ASCEND, led by Global South researchers and decision-makers.
The capacity gap in synthesis research being filled by ASCEND is critical in strengthening the  pipeline of future African researchers able to take leading roles in global climate change and  environmental assessments that conduct research synthesis of the best available knowledge and  information products (e.g., IPCC, IPBES, GEO, Lancet Countdown on health and climate change). Through these research synthesis programs ASCEND is also building  the evidence base for future regional and global environmental policies and strategies (e.g., African  Union climate change strategies, UNFCCC decisions), and increasing the numbers of researchers and  policymakers with knowledge brokering skills that can enhance evidence-based approaches to low emissions and climate resilient development pathways at all levels. 
To conduct demand-driven synthesis research ASCEND puts out calls for transdisciplinary research teams from across Africa and beyond to lead research for key climate change and development priorities. All transdisciplinary synthesis research teams are selected to have a diverse mix of participants with  respect to race/ethnicity, gender, nationality, indigeneity, career stage, and other identities. Each  synthesis team is co-led by African researchers, policymakers, or practitioners, with a focus on  gender equal leadership. This requirement assists in reshaping power relations in synthesis research globally, by  strengthening the profile of Southern researchers at the science-policy-practice interface. 

Programme of side event
· Welcome remarks by Christopher Trisos (ASCEND Director)
· Keynote speech on the value of inclusive and transdisciplinary synthesis research on climate change adaptation in the global south: experiences from ASCEND across Africa and globally (Dr Farai Kapfudzaruwa, Head of Team Science at ASCEND) including audience Q&A
· Panel and audience discussion on approaches, challenges and opportunities for synthesis research for climate action across the Global South, including indigenous knowledge systems and missing voices in synthesis research of climate change including audience Q&A
· Moderator (Dr Farai Kapfudzaruwa)
· Panelists (suggested):
· Edmond Totin, Professor, Université Nationale d’Agriculture & World Vegetable Center and ASCEND Baobab co-lead for the Understanding Non-Economic Loss and Damage synthesis team.
· Melanie Murcott, Associate Professor, University of Cape Town and ASCEND Baobab co-lead for  Climate Justice Centred Approach to Environmental Impact Assessment in Southern Africa synthesis team 
· Liveness Banda, Associate Professor, Lilongwe University of Natural and Agricultural Sciences (LUANAR) and ASCEND Baobab co-lead for the Sustainable, Healthy, Resilient Animal Source Food Systems in Southern Africa (AFS) synthesis team
· End of session



	PARTICIPANTS

Participant 1
Full Name: Christopher Trisos
Organisation: University of Cape Town
Bio
Christopher Trisos is the Director of ASCEND and the Climate Risk Lab at the University of Cape Town. Christopher is a coordinating lead author on the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 6th Assessment Report, responsible for Chapter 9 of Working Group II, African Climate Change Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability. He has also consulted on climate change adaptation for the World Bank. Dr Trisos spent three years as a postdoctoral fellow at the National Socio-Environmental Synthesis Center at University of Maryland, where his research focused on biodiversity and climate change. 

Participant 2
Full Name: Farai Kapfudzaruwa
Organisation: University of Cape Town
Bio
Farai Kapfudzaruwa is the Deputy Director for Team Science at ASCEND at the University of Cape Town (UCT) in South Africa. He is responsible for core strategic functions related to team science leadership and facilitation for the synthesis teams, as well as providing postdoctoral fellowship supervision and team science capacity strengthening. His area of expertise is in climate change change governance, sustainable development and research development. He worked with multilateral institutions including the United Nations University (UNU) and UNDESA, as well as higher education institutions in Africa and the Asia Pacific to support the implementation of the SDGS.

Participant 3
Full Name: Edmond Totin
Organisation: World Vegetable Center
Bio 
Edmond Totin from Benin is a social scientist with expertise in managing agricultural innovation, climate adaptation, and governance. He has extensive experience in climate change and food security in Africa. Edmond believes research outcomes can only be valuable if they make sense to people and are translated into actions. Edmond was Coordinating Lead Author on the IPCC AR6 Africa Chapter and is Associate Editor for the Climate & Development Journal

Participant 4: 
Full Name: Melanie Murcott
Organisation: University of Cape Town (UCT), South Africa
Bio
Melanie Murcott is an Associate Professor of law in the Institute of Marine and Environmental Law at UCT. Melanie practised as an attorney, including at Hogan Lovells (South Africa) where she was a partner. From 2012 to 2023, Melanie taught and engaged in research at the University of Pretoria. Among other accomplishments, she authored Transformative Environmental Constitutionalism (Brill, 2022), a significant monograph which develops a novel approach to the adjudication of disputes concerning environmental protection, given that we face a planetary crisis with myriad justice implications.

Participant 5
Full Name: Liveness Banda
Organisation: Lilongwe University of Natural and Agricultural Sciences (LUANAR), Malawi
Bio
Liveness Banda is an Associate Professor in Animal Physiology at Lilongwe University of Agriculture and Natural Resources (LUANAR) where she has been working since 2002. Her research interests are in food systems with focus on livestock and crops in relation to farming systems for efficient and sustainable production systems and socio-economic development.





