
	Wānanga/Talanoa/Dialogue or Workshop
The knowledge broker’s waiata: exchanging artistic tools to catalyse community-led adaptation in Oceania


	
Effective climate adaptation is dependent on individual and community-level understanding, acceptance. motivation and action (Coger et al., 2022). Projects led by communities create a strong sense of ownership and empowerment compared to those that impose top-down solutions (McNamara et al., 2020; Roche et al., 2020). However, addressing complex climate issues requires the integration of scientific concepts with traditional world views, particularly at the local level. This depends on innovative communication and learning tools and processes, often delivered and facilitated by knowledge brokers (Brown & Lambert, 2013). Because they facilitate the co-creation, sharing and use of knowledge, brokers must develop skills and tools to support others to catalyse innovation and mobilise action (Meyer, 2010). There has been increasing interest in art as a transdisciplinary method to achieve this (e.g. Parson & Pratt, 2024).

This co-creation session will share the experiences of knowledge brokers and researchers in developing and applying artistic tools in the Oceania region. A particular focus will be the media of traditional songs (waiata in Aotearoa Māori culture) and dance, which form a unique part of Pacific Island cultures and serve as a medium for story-telling, education and encouraging collective action. As such the session contributes directly to Theme 6 of the AF2025 conference, The Art of Adaptation, Communication and Education. It also contributes to three other themes: Indigenous Innovation and Leadership, and Ocean, Islands, Futures. 

The session will be organised and run by knowledge brokers and co-researchers working in locally-led adaptation projects across the Oceania region. Teams from Kiribati (Live and Learn Environmental Education, LLEE), Solomon Islands (World Wide Fund for Nature Solomon Islands, WWF-SI) and Aotearoa (Te Arawa Fisheries), supported by researchers from the Cawthron Institute will share their experiences of art-based tools, the processes that they used to generate them with communities, and reflections of their effectiveness and potential improvements. Session participants will also be invited to exchange their experiences from the Oceania region, and other parts of the world. The anticipated outcome will be new brokering ideas inspired by the co-creation exercises, and hence the enhanced capacity of knowledge brokers and researchers who participate.

The primary co-created output will be a waiata composed by participants (see Format and Co-creation methods below) to promote the advantages of art-based tools identified in the session. We anticipate that the exercise will be original, fun and inspiring, and will collate unifying themes and lessons learned pertinent to climate adaptation knowledge brokers everywhere in an engaging, memorable format. As such it will also be a useful demonstration to participants of a design process for one art-based approach to mobilising climate adaptation. 

Format and co-creation methods

Part 1: Introduction to the session, and the Kiribati, Solomon Islands and Aotearoa knowledge broker teams. Round-the-room introduction from other knowledge brokers in the audience, including their countries and cultures of origin.

Part 2: Verbal presentations of artworks (e.g. posters, banners) by each team, explanation of their development, and performance of songs and dances designed by their projects:

Kiribati – Transformation pathways for Pacific coastal food systems (‘Uamari’) project (Live and Learn Environmental Education and Cawthron Institute
Solomon Islands – Transformation pathways for Pacific coastal food systems (‘Future Kai Kai’) project (WWF-SI and Cawthron Institute
Aotearoa – Marae-based Climate Resilient Aquaculture project (Te Arawa Fisheries and Cawthron Institute

Part 3: Facilitated discussion with the audience about comparative lessons learned from their experience of art, song and dance tools.

Part 4: Participants will be divided into 3-4 groups, and then a pre-prepared melody will be introduced to them by the Kiribati, Solomon Islands and Aotearoa teams, played on ukuleles and guitars. With the song in mind, the groups will then discuss and distill the advantages of using art as a catalyst for adaptation. Facilitated by the Kiribati, Solomon Islands and Aotearoa brokers, these will be written into simple verses to scan with the melody, in language of the group’s choice. When complete, each group’s verse will be pinned up on the wall.

Part 5: Participants will be played the melody again, and each group will practice singing their verse to the melody. Refinements will be made iteratively. The aim is that by the end of the session a complete waiata will be ready for one final performance, including an agreed title. Video and audio recordings of the final version will be made by participants to take away with them as a momento of the co-creation session, and to share on social media. 

If successful, it may be feasible that the waiata could be performed by participants at later parts of the conference, for example at the closing session, or as part of the conference social event.

References

Brown, V. A., & Lambert, J. A. (2013). Collective learning for transformational change: A guide to collaborative action. Routledge.

Coger, T., Dinshaw, A., Tye, S., Kratzer, B., Thazin Aung, M., Cunningham, E., Ramkissoon, C., Gupta, S., Bodrud-Doza, M., Karamallis, A., Mbewe, S., Granderson, A., Dolcemascolo, G., Tewary, A., Mirza, A., & Carthy, A. (2022). Locally led adaptation: From principles to practice. Working Paper. World Resources Institute.  

McNamara, K. E., & Buggy, L. (2017). Community-based climate change adaptation: A review of academic literature. Local Environment, 22(4), 443–460.  

Meyer, M. (2010). The rise of the knowledge broker. Science Communication, 32(1), 118–127.

Parson, M. & Pratt, S. (2024). Climate Resilience Toolkit: Arts-based activities for changing climates, February 2024. New innovative art-based toolkit for climate resilience - weADAPT.

Roche, C., Cox, J., Rokotuibau, M., Tawake, P., & Smith, Y. (2020). The characteristics of locally led development in the Pacific. Politics and Governance, 8(4), 136–146.  



	PARTICIPANTS

A. Organisers and facilitators
Full Name: James Butler
Organisation: Cawthron Institute, Aotearoa New Zealand
Bio: James leads the Transdisciplinary Science Group at the Cawthron Institute, developing and testing participatory action research methods with multiple stakeholders and knowledge cultures to tackle complex problems. He has been applying adaptation pathways thinking across the Asia-Pacific region since 2010, with a focus on island communities, livelihoods and food systems.
Participant contribution: Session coordination, preparation and initial introduction. Co-facilitation with the Aotearoa, Kiribati and Solomon Islands teams.

Full Name: Heni Unwin
Organisation: Cawthron Institute, Aotearoa New Zealand
Bio: Heni is an early-career Māori scientist researching and applying mātauranga Māori alongside Western science in shellfish aquaculture and climate adaptation. She has a deep understanding of approaches to knowledge brokering in Te Ao Māori and collaborative research processes, and developing frameworks to facilitate appropriate tikanga in such co-research.
Participant contribution: Session coordination and preparation. Co-facilitation with the Aotearoa, Kiribati and Solomon Islands teams. Presentation of tools and songs by the Marae-based Climate Resilient Aquaculture project.

Full Name: Nicole Pakau
Organisation: Te Arawa Fisheries, Aotearoa New Zealand
Bio: Nicole is the Science and Operations Manager at Te Arawa Fisheries, with a background in environmental management. She manages the Te Arawa Fisheries-Cawthron Institute Marae-based Climate Resilient Aquaculture project, and provides facilitation and brokering between researchers and local iwi participants.
Participant contribution: Session coordination and preparation. Co-facilitation with the Aotearoa, Kiribati and Solomon Islands teams. Presentation of tools and songs by the Marae-based Climate Resilient Aquaculture project.

Full Name: Te Rerekohu Tuterangiwhiu
Organisation: Cawthron Institute, Aotearoa New Zealand
Bio: Te Rerekohu is an early-career Māori scientist interested in developing participatory frameworks and processes to support iwi and hapū’s planning for kai moana, aquaculture and natural resource management. Te Rerekohu is currently a Kaiārahi Rangahau Kaimōana at Cawthron and holds formal qualifications in mātauranga Māori, teaching, marine biology and aquaculture. 
Participant contribution: Session coordination and preparation. Co-facilitation with the Aotearoa, Kiribati and Solomon Islands teams. Presentation of tools and songs by the Marae-based Climate Resilient Aquaculture project.

Full Name: Teera Eriuta
Organisation: LLEE, Kiribati
Bio: Teera is Project Coordinator for LLEE’s food security programme in Kiribati, and has a diverse background in agriculture and tourism development in Kiribati. She is a Project Officer for the Transformation pathways for Pacific coastal food systems (‘Uamari’) project in Kiribati, coordinating and brokering participatory research activities with pilot communities.
Participant contribution: Session coordination and preparation. Co-facilitation with the Aotearoa, Kiribati and Solomon Islands teams. Presentation of the Transformation pathways for Pacific coastal food systems (‘Uamari’) project tools and song.

Full Name: Tearine Barnabas
Organisation: LLEE, Kiribati
Bio: Tearine is a Project Officer for the Transformation pathways for Pacific coastal food systems (‘Uamari’) project in Kiribati, coordinating and brokering participatory research activities with pilot communities. She has a background in health education.
Participant contribution: Session coordination and preparation. Co-facilitation with the Aotearoa, Kiribati and Solomon Islands teams. Presentation of the Transformation pathways for Pacific coastal food systems (‘Uamari’) project tools and song.

Full Name: Alaric McCarthy
Organisation: Cawthron Institute, Aotearoa New Zealand
Bio: Alaric is a social-ecological systems scientist who focuses on understanding community and resource-users’ values, and how these shape and are shaped by their natural environment. With Kiribati heritage, Alaric is supporting LLEE’s implementation of the Transformation pathways for Pacific coastal food systems (‘Uamari’) project in Kiribati.
Participant contribution: Session coordination and preparation. Co-facilitation with the Aotearoa, Kiribati and Solomon Islands teams. Presentation of the Transformation pathways for Pacific coastal food systems (‘Uamari’) project tools and song.

Full Name: Salome Topo
Organisation: WWF-SI, Solomon Islands
Bio: Salome is the head of WWF-SI’s office in Western Province, based in Gizo. She has a background in community-based fisheries management and environmental education. She is also Project Officer for the Transformation pathways for Pacific coastal food systems (‘Future Kai Kai’) project in Solomon Islands, coordinating and brokering participatory research activities with pilot communities.
Participant contribution: Session coordination and preparation. Co-facilitation with the Aotearoa, Kiribati and Solomon Islands teams. Presentation of the Transformation pathways for Pacific coastal food systems (‘Uamari’) project tools and song.

Full Name: Slade Ririmae
Organisation: WWF-SI, Solomon Islands
Bio: Salome is Project Coordinator for the Transformation pathways for Pacific coastal food systems (‘Future Kai Kai’) project in Solomon Islands, coordinating and brokering participatory research activities with pilot communities. He has a background in community-led climate adaptation and education.
Participant contribution: Session coordination and preparation. Co-facilitation with the Aotearoa, Kiribati and Solomon Islands teams. Presentation of the Transformation pathways for Pacific coastal food systems (‘Uamari’) project tools and song.

Full Name: Alex Magnan
Organisation: Cawthron Institute, Aotearoa New Zealand
Bio: Over 20 years’ experience in social science research on climate adaptation (past-to-present drivers of vulnerability, risk of maladaptation, potential effectiveness of adaptation-related options, design of adaptation pathways). Expertise based on fieldworks (especially in coastal areas in small islands in the Pacific and Indian oceans) and Structured Expert Judgment methods.
Participant contribution: Session coordination and preparation. Co-facilitation with the Aotearoa, Kiribati and Solomon Islands teams. Presentation of the Transformation pathways for Pacific coastal food systems (‘Future Kai Kai’) project tools and song.





