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Introduction
This study examines the challenges of climate change adaptation among communities in the Lake region, focusing on the impact of climate change on food security, small-scale enterprises, employment opportunities, and how these dynamics disproportionately affect girls' education, child marriage, and sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV). The shrinking size of the lake, along with intermittent flooding and drought, has exacerbated food insecurity, forcing families already living in poverty to adopt harmful coping strategies.
Objectives
The objective of this study is to analyze the challenges related to climate change adaptation on gender and other forms of discrimination expressed in terms of SGBV, school enrollment rates of girls and boys, and early marriage. It aims to analyze how these intersecting factors shape power dynamics and access to resources within communities.
Methodology
The study combined qualitative and quantitative methods with secondary data analysis. Quantitative analysis involved interviewing heads of households (HHs) using a structured interview questionnaire. Qualitative data collection included focus groups discussions (FGDs), Key informant interviews (KII), and semi-structured interviews. Secondary data provided contextual information of the region including existing gender inequalities in relation to access to natural resources, land, education; the impacts of climate change on SGBV; and current legislative and political frameworks.

Findings
The study revealed climate change affected livelihoods through reductions in income (87%), agricultural and livestock production (65%) and increased unemployment rate (30%). Climate induced livelihood challenges forced communities to resort to new and unsustainable survival strategies including i) reduction in the number of meals per day (78% of households); ii) school dropout of girls and boys (22% of households); and early marriage of girls (18% of households).  In terms of school dropout rates, 37% of girls left school - 14% due to high tuition fees and 23% because of marriage compared to 0% for boys. 

The results of the FGD affirm that climate change contributes to both temporary and permanent migration and has an impact on gender-based violence, education and early marriage in the Lake Province. Forced and illegal migration exposes men and boys to precarious and exploitative working conditions, while women and girls face systemic barriers to accessing resources and opportunities needed to sustain their families. During drought, women and girls are expected to secure food and water exposing them to heightened safety risks. Additionally, the increased burden of family care forces girls to leave school, limiting their ability to acquire skills that could empower them to adapt to climate challenges. 
Significance of the Work for Policy & Practice
In this region where patriarchal norms exist and government institutions lack adequate policy frameworks to protect marginalized populations, climate change disproportionately affects women, girls, and individuals living with disabilities.  Systemic inequities and exclusion from decision-making processes compound their vulnerabilities.

The study urges governments and policy makers to invest in targeted, sustainable climate adaptation solutions that address systemic gender inequities, promote youth employment through innovative approaches and business reforms, integrate technology and ensure access for quality education for girls. Additionally, interventions must provide comprehensive health services, prevent SGBV, and eliminate harmful practices like early and forced child marriage.
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