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Caption: The climate change–violent conflict interaction creates a negatively reinforcing cycle where conflict increases vulnerability to climate change, and climate change impacts increase the risk of violent conflict.  To break the cycle, we developed a new framework that integrates climate change adaptation and peacebuilding concepts and builds synergistic capacities in conflict-affected communities. 

Introduction
Climate change and violent conflict have intense and combined effects on coastal communities. Coastal communities affected by conflict and climate change experience displacement and movement restrictions that limit the capacity to recover from these impacts. Climate adaptation and peacebuilding organisations implement projects to be prepared for and minimise these impacts (Fernández Arribas, 2023; Ide, 2021; Pérez Marulanda & Castro, 2022). But these projects are implemented in separate policy sectors and hardly interact across sectoral silos (Buhaug & von Uexkull, 2021; Ide et al., 2023; Vivekananda et al., 2014). Existing research on climate change and conflict has long-analysed the relationship between changing temperature and rainfall patterns and conflict-related variables (Buhaug, 2010; Busby et al., 2018; Hendrix et al., 2022; Ide, 2023; Mach, 2019; Raleigh & Urdal, 2007; Salehyan & Hendrix, 2014; Slettebak, 2012; Theisen, 2008; von Uexkull et al., 2020). However, there is a limited understanding of climate impacts in conflict-affected communities and how climate change adaptation and peacebuilding can be integrated to respond to these impacts. 

Objectives
In this research, we draw on climate change adaptation and peacebuilding theories to empirically analyse the capacities that climate change adaptation and peacebuilding projects are building, how they interact and identify potential ways to integrate climate adaptation and peacebuilding.

Methodology
We used a case study and two data collection methods (a) semi-structured interviews with key informants and (b) document analysis. The study site was Cispatá Bay, located in the Caribbean Sea, Colombia; a 27,000-acre mangrove forest that provides food and protection from storm surges to Indigenous and Afro-descendant coastal communities. We conducted confidential, semi-structured interviews with 16 participants who were asked to represent their organisation or group, classified as either a ‘climate change adaptation organisation’ or a ‘peacebuilding organisation’. To identify the capacities that climate change adaptation and peacebuilding projects were building, we asked the participants about the goals, projects, and actions involved. We also asked them to describe the difficulties they have faced and their recommendations for overcoming these difficulties. To supplement the qualitative analysis secondary demographic, economic, and employment data was also extracted from relevant institutional reports, and organisational documents (qualitative and quantitative) (n=45) in Spanish and English published between 2010 and 2023. 

Findings
Our results show that climate change adaptation and peacebuilding organisations were building capacities through separate, siloed projects. Climate adaptation organisations focused on developing capacities for these domains: assets, flexibility, organisation, learning, socio-cognitive constructs and agency. Peacebuilding organisations were building capacities in projects categorised into these components: social, economic, and environmental, governance and political, security, and truth and reconciliation. However, these capacities often overlap. We found six major overlaps for climate adaptation and peacebuilding: access to information, education, social networks, employment, environmental management, and healing. There were also two glaring gaps: protection and/or safety and socio-cognitive constructs. Drawing on the overlaps and gaps, we developed a new framework centred on building synergistic capacities in climate and conflict-affected communities. We identified eight major elements that can help build climate resilience and peace: Governance and institutions; Agency and cognitive processes; Employment and livelihoods diversification; Technological and economic resources; Learning; Healing; Security and justice; and Social networks. 

Significance of the work for policy and practice 
Our research has important implications for translating conceptualisations of the climate-conflict relationship into policy and planning. Using the new framework in policy design, governments and organisations can create comprehensive interventions that address the combined challenges of climate change and conflict; including strengthening governance structures, enhancing equitable access to resources, developing economic opportunities, and building trust and social cohesion to create conflict-sensitive climate adaptation and development solutions. 
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