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Introduction
The impacts of climate change and related hazards represent one of the most urgent and rapidly escalating threats to people and their cultural heritage worldwide (ICOMOS, 2019). As the climate crisis intensifies with more extreme weather events, we are seeing a rapid loss of established communities from areas impacted by natural hazards. In Aotearoa, cultural and ancestral Māori landscapes are rapidly destroyed from both natural hazard events and climate adaptation measures. This loss is exacerbated by climate mitigation and adaptation schemes which include plantation afforestation (Ministry for the Environment, 2022); fast-tracking of development to accommodate the increasing number of communities displaced from hazard prone areas; and risk and recovery efforts associated with mitigating the impact of future hazard events.  Climate change is threatening the retention of the unique heritage and associated Indigenous and local knowledges of Aotearoa. Retention of Indigenous and local knowledges has the potential to increase community resilience (Pearson et al., 2023). Natural hazards and emergency response and recovery will continue to harm cultural heritage unless a proactive approach to minimise these impacts is taken. 

Objectives
The objective of this research is to review relevant legislation and regulatory frameworks including emergency management, heritage, resource management and climate adaptation legislation to analyse how effective they are in protecting cultural and ancestral Māori landscapes as Aotearoa adapts to a changing climate. It evaluates gaps in current policies and explores how these gaps contribute to the loss of cultural heritage. The research focuses on Te Matau-a-Māui (Hawke’s Bay), and Tairāwhiti (Gisborne), two regions on the east coast of the North Island of Aotearoa that were severely impacted by Cyclone Gabrielle in 2023. 

Methodology
The methodology involves review of Iwi Management Plans and Local Territorial Authority plans and regulatory frameworks. It also includes identification and analysis of key legislation associated with heritage management, climate change, resource management, emergency management and risk mitigation and recovery. 

Findings
Gaps in the legislation and regulatory frameworks associated with protecting cultural heritage in Aotearoa were identified. The term “heritage”, and in particular the terms “cultural heritage”, “cultural landscapes” or “cultural heritage landscapes” did not exist in much of the legislation. Iwi and community led management plans were most likely to identify areas of cultural heritage value and address protection and mitigation measures. There was also no consistency in terms used in the Territorial Local Authority Plans. 

Significance of the work for policy and practice
This paper highlights the urgent need for the development of revised legislation and regulatory frameworks. It also identifies the need for proactive planning and coordination between mana whenua, local communities, government agencies, emergency managers, heritage professionals and planners. Closing legislative gaps and enhancing natural hazard response and recovery strategies will better protect cultural heritage which in turn may contribute to increasing community resilience as we adapt to a changing climate. 
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