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Introduction
Resources for climate change adaption and resilience are often directed by the federal government in the United States given its ability to allocate funds to combat climate impacts and build climate resilience. Yet, for decades policies regarding climate change have been polarized with Republicans less likely to support actions while Democrats have been proponents. Due to the changing administrations in the United States climate funding and action has had a boom-and-bust cycle for the past two decades, with the current administration being particularly hostile to addressing the climate crisis. 
Congressionally directed spending (CDS), sometimes called community project funding or earmarks, are a type of funding request directly to the Congress to appropriate a specific amount of one-time funding for a specific project. Despite negative connotations with this type of appropriation, they can be used advantageously allowing for marginalized populations like indigenous groups and historically disadvantaged populations to gain access to funding for climate resilience projects in their communities.

Objectives
Identify a novel way to secure funding for climate adaptation and resilience projects despite political hostile environments.
Clarify the process of CDS to allow a greater inclusion of marginalized populations.
Explore frameworks for building equity focused coalitions to achieve successful climate resilience funding through CDS.

Methodology
A desk review of the policies and procedures for CDS requests were examined in fiscal years 2022, 2023, and 2024. A process diagram was developed to simplify and clarify general guidance on appropriation requests. Similarly, a review of all final funded projects was also examined to determine climate change relevancy. These were examined both under years of congressional Democratic (2022) and Republican leadership (2023, 2024). A literature review was also completed to examine frameworks for building equity focused coalitions that could achieve successful spending projects.

Findings
During the first two years of the Biden Administration a significant amount of federal funding was appropriated to climate related projects - this was also reflected in CDS. When control of the House of Representatives went to the Republicans, despite setbacks to overall climate funding, CDS still had many climate-related projects that were funded in both Democratic and Republican districts. This may suggest that despite the outward polarization of climate change funding, climate adaptation and resilience projects can be prioritized by individual members of Congress. Marginalized groups who have been greatly impacted by climate change have a way participate in obtaining CDS if successfully organized even when traditional funding (e.g. grants) for climate-related projects are not available.

Significance of the work for policy and practice 
The complex congressional appropriations process may prevent communities and marginalized populations from obtaining funding for climate resiliency. Successful coalitions that are well-organized and can produce detailed climate-related projects may be able to obtain funding. Political advocacy and coalition building will be important to greatly improve chances of working with congressional members to fund projects. Prior methods of obtaining funding should not be abandoned, but communities should take advantage of funding opportunities despite uncertain



