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Introduction

The first few months of 2025 laid waste to the science and practice of climate adaptation in the USA and internationally as the incoming Trump administration fired federal workers and researchers, cut funds, destroyed development agencies, and otherwise threatened research and work on climate and environmental justice across the country.  Thousands of workers lost their jobs at agencies such as the US Agency for International Development (USAID), the Department of Interior, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, with abrupt ending of programs supporting international climate adaptation, funding for domestic programs addressing climate justice and pursuing critical climate science, and support for disaster relief and the management of public lands (parks, forests, biodiversity).  This paper will summarize the implications for climate adaptation, and document the resistance to these policies and efforts to continue work on adaptation despite the devastation.   

Objectives

Provide an overview of the dramatic policy changes at the US Federal level in 2025 on adaptation research and practice and the efforts to resist and continue adaptation work. I intend to leave time for others to share the ways in which these changes have affected their work and lives of people and communities they care about. 

Methodology

Analysis of the changing landscape of Federal support for adaptation in 2025 and the efforts to continue the research and practice of adaptation despite cuts to budgets and personnel and efforts to suppress any discussion of climate justice.  The analysis will draw on reports in the media and by watchdog organizations as well as personal stories and interviews from research institutions and those who lost livelihoods and support for adaptation. 

Findings

Writing this abstract, early in the year, the scale and intensity of impact is still emerging but we already know that millions have been cut from research and actions relating to climate adaptation and that thousands of adaptation related jobs have been lost or frozen across government, universities and NGOs.  The resistance includes millions of calls to elected representatives, protests and boycotts, widespread outrage on social media, and the filing of lawsuits. Hopefully some of the cuts and job losses will be restored before Adaptation Futures but many impacts will endure.  

Significance of the work for policy and practice 

The presentation focuses on the implications of changes in US Federal politics for policy and practice, including an assessment of the successes and failures of the resistance to cuts in climate adaptation policy and practice. 







