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Introduction
Stormwater flooding in cities is increasing with climate change, often disproportionately impacting marginalized and socially vulnerable communities. Transformative approaches are required as stormwater flooding is driven by historical land use and development patterns; socio-spatial sorting and segregation; and fragmented governance arrangements that lead to piecemeal and uncoordinated solutions that often privilege a narrow range of solutions.

Objectives
While awareness of stormwater flood risks is often high, particularly following major flood events, the “stormwater governance gap” can make pursuing transformative solutions very challenging. This paper aims to evaluate how and where these gaps emerge, how they shape experiences with stormwater flooding, and the solutions and responses they are generating using a case study of the Detroit, Michigan metro area. 

Methodology
Methods include ongoing engagement with community groups, media analysis, interviews with decision-makers, and socio-spatial analysis of secondary data. 

Findings
In this paper I demonstrate how historical trajectories of land use and parallel evolution of governance arrangements in the Detroit, Michigan metropolitan region are driving uneven experiences with stormwater flooding. I also discuss the innovative, community-based approaches emerging to transform land use and infrastructure investment patterns in transformative ways.

Significance of the work for policy and practice 
Locally this work will generate new insights for decision makers and community groups working in the Detroit metro area, providing better understanding of how and where stormwater governance gaps are emerging and what they mean for residents. The findings will also help show where there are disconnects between policymakers and community groups working to address these challenges. More broadly, the Detroit case helps show how the past shapes the present, and the need to design visions of the future and plans for adaptation that reference that context. 







