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Introduction
The premise behind Moving the Middle is that land managers (farmers) are not altering their farming practices to improve environmental outcomes around water quality, GHG emissions and biodiversity as quickly as is desirable. The hypothesis is that many land managers – as rational agents/homo economicus - are overwhelmed by information overload, and by the complexity of the multiple systems and pressures they face. The natural extension of this line of enquiry is that better information/simplification of complexity is needed to convince farmers to change their behaviour. 
Social Practice Theory offers an alternative research agenda, positing that farmers are recruited by practices, and that change occurs when a practice becomes relatively more appealing than another. Explanations of large-scale land use change must therefore be sought in a dispersed practice architecture of materials, meanings and competences that shape ‘what makes sense’ rather than what we do or do not ‘know’. 
Objectives
This research explores Social Practice Theory’s contribution to understanding large-scale land use change and other complex adaptation problems where facts are uncertain, time is short, and values are mixed.   
Methodology
Social Practice Theory was applied to three case studies of large-scale land use change to explore how the change came to ‘make sense’ to practitioners. Observations, interviews and secondary data were triangulated to answer questions about how the proposed land use became relatively more appealing than the current practice.  
Findings
a) Information – even clearly presented, relevant, timely, and accessible information – was not sufficient in mobilising the large-scale land use changes in the case studies. Such changes require collective ‘social’, rather than individual, reconfiguration. b) The appeal of a practice change is a function of relative utility.
Significance of the work for policy and practice 
Information directed to a rational agent has been the primary policy implementation pathway. This may work for simple problems but are inadequate which the problem is ‘complex’. Social Practice Theory offers a lens through which complex policy problems can be framed differently, which leads to different implementation pathways. 







