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Introduction 

Sacred sites are sites of significant importance to many people, communities and in some cases to a nation. They include places where people lay their loved ones to rest, places people come to visit, to remember and to mourn. They are places that are sacred, valued and essential to society for a variety of reasons including personal, cultural and national reasons.  Sacred sites include cemeteries and other burial grounds, war and other memorials of significance.  With the advent of climate change and enhanced scientific understanding of the volatile world we inhabit, sacred sites are increasingly threatened by natural hazards such as earthquakes and volcanoes and other climate related change such as extreme weather events like high rainfall and cyclones causing damage and destruction to land and ultimately loss of sacred sites through flooding, landslides and erosion. The impacts of climate change events raise not only environmental and cultural concerns but also significant legal challenges to the preservation and protection of sacred sites in Aotearoa New Zealand. 


Objectives

The objective of the paper is to highlight the need for a comprehensive climate adaptive legal and policy framework that is forward thinking, proactive and incorporates long term planning towards the preservation of scared sites for generations to come rather than being reactive and ultimately shortsighted. It argues more needs to be done through adaptation planning and managed retreat. By integrating environmental, legal, human rights and indigenous perspectives, this climate adaptive legal and policy framework should emphasise the urgent need for coordinated action by various stakeholders to safeguard sacred sites for future generations.


Methodology

This paper maps the current legal framework that governs sacred sites in Aotearoa New Zealand. It then analyses what (if any) legal protections exist for sacred sites from damage or loss through climate change. In doing so it provides examples of sacred sites that may be impacted by climate change, how they are being managed and the legal tools being used to protect them. 


Findings
The paper concludes that this legal framework does not provide sufficient protections for sacred sites in Aotearoa New Zealand from climate change. In particular, the legal framework is marred by notable gaps owing to the patchwork of policies and provisions that span administrative, constitutional and land law as well as heritage law and human and indigenous rights. As a result, we highlight the need for a comprehensive climate adaptive legal and policy framework that is forward thinking, proactive and incorporates long term planning towards the preservation of scared sites for generations to come rather than being reactive and ultimately shortsighted. It argues more needs to be done through adaptation planning and managed retreat. By integrating environmental, legal, human rights and indigenous perspectives, this climate adaptive legal and policy framework should emphasise the urgent need for coordinated action by various stakeholders to safeguard sacred sites for future generations.


Significance of the work for policy and practice 
The significance of this research is to provide the foundation for the creation of comprehensive climate adaptive legislation and policy for the protection of sacred sites by taking a holistic approach to their preservation and protection and by considering implications for heritage conservation, public health, and community resilience.











