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Introduction
Climate change has been described as the biggest global health threat of the 21st century (Costello et al 2009; Ghebreyesus et al 2023). The first Health National Adaptation Plan (HNAP), published by the Ministry of Health, is an important step towards placing health considerations at the forefront of the climate response of Aotearoa New Zealand. The HNAP has been developed as an action arising from New Zealand’s first National Adaptation Plan, setting the strategic direction, and providing national level priority actions for health-focused adaptation to climate change. This presentation will provide a high-level overview of the impacts of climate change on human health and wellbeing and share the highlights of this report, alongside discussing method, value, policy significance, and how the HNAP will drive progress on climate change adaptation and resilience in the health sector. 

Objectives
Short term (2024-2027):
The health system has a comprehensive approach and action plan for adapting to climate change

Medium term (2028-2033):
Climate change adaptation is embedded across the health system and is a core part of how we plan and deliver services

Long-term (2034-2050): 
The health system is resilient to climate-related impacts

Methodology
Guidance for the approach to the HNAP came from a Ministry of Health-commissioned report from Environmental Science and Research (ESR) (Bolton et al 2019) and from World Health Organization (WHO) quality criteria (WHO 2021b). Targeted engagement with key stakeholders on the proposed actions in the HNAP occurred through online surveys and five web-based workshops in March and April 2024. Stakeholders included representatives from the health system, local and central government agencies, academics and researchers, Iwi and hapori Māori, non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and community organisations. The HNAP reflects feedback received during this engagement phase. 

Findings
Given the wide-ranging health impacts of climate change and our intention to take a
comprehensive approach to health-focused adaptation, the actions identified in the
HNAP encompass a wide range of areas and activities. There are 26 actions within the HNAP aimed at addressing and adapting to climate-induced impacts on population health and the health system itself. These actions are grouped under the following five broad focus areas:

1. Leadership and governance (six actions)

2. Social and environmental determinants of health (three actions)

3. Knowledge and risk assessment (12 actions)

4. Health care service resilience and adaptation (two actions)

5. Community and whānau leadership (three actions)

Significance of the work for policy and practice 
The HNAP is the first strategy from the New Zealand Government to tackle the intersection of climate change and health. The HNAP is an important step towards placing health considerations at the forefront of the climate response in Aotearoa New Zealand, setting the strategic direction and providing national-level priority actions for health-focused adaptations to climate change. The strategic direction of the HNAP will impact all areas of the health system, from policy to practice, ensuring that long-term climate-impacts on population health, the health system, and the wider determinants of health are considered and addressed.






