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Introduction
Disaster management practices depend on societies’ knowledge. As climate change rapidly reshapes knowledge, questions arise about how knowledge for disaster management is produced and (re) shaped in modern world and how effective it is to withstand the ever-growing frequency and magnitude of disasters.

Objectives
This paper discusses the dynamics of knowledge creation and its use for disaster management in Chokwe district, southern Mozambique.

Methodology
The study reviews historical archives to identify how disaster management knowledge has changed from pre-colonization to the present.

Findings
Before colonization, local knowledge associated with traditions of asking gods and ancestors for rain and blessings in life prevailed. With colonization, around the 1500s, Portuguese rulers attempted to eliminate these local practices through an inflow of European settlers who disseminated scientific knowledge, built dams and irrigation schemes, which changed the region’s knowledge base and regimes of flooding and drought. After independence in 1975, the new government nationalized all the private property, expelled the settlers and imposed a socialist order. All knowledge on disaster management was dictated by the new government; those against this new order were sent to re-education centers implanted nationwide. Centralization of knowledge and power was, therefore, implanted. Socialism collapsed by the 1990s, and over time, there has been an amalgam of different knowledge bases and attempts to recognize local disaster management practices.

Significance of the work for policy and practice 
The Chokwe case shows that knowledge for disaster management evolves with local socioeconomic, political and environmental changes.






