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	Introduction: Cities in Asia and the Pacific are at the forefront of the rapidly escalating impacts of climate change; settings where the primary effects of greenhouse gas driven global warming are compounded by local secondary elements of urban systems. These range from the urban heat island effect, to change in built form, to other air pollutants associated with adjacent industrial production. 

Although some of these secondary elements have been commonly considered within urban adaptation planning, waste production and containment issues are often ‘out of scope’ for adaptation strategies and associated climate finance. This contrasts with urban climate mitigation literature, where waste issues are well-established from an emissions perspective (Hussey, 2015; Möslinger et al., 2023). At the same time, the adaptation-adjacent field of disaster risk reduction is increasingly accounting for disaster-induced waste (Habib et al., 2019; Yoshioka et al., 2021) and waste-induced disasters (MacAfee & Löhr, 2024; Paul et al., 2023), which are persistent and growing issues for cities in the Asia Pacific region.

Objectives: This presentation aims to examine the interface between climate and waste-related crises in Asian and Pacific cities and its significant social, environmental, and economic implications. It seeks to address the critical question: how does circular, sustainable urban development interface with adaptation pathways? Responding to the third conference theme on Cities, Settlements and Infrastructure, this presentation also proposes a future research agenda for climate adaptation studies that focuses on the intersection between circular economy and climate-resilience planning in cities.

Methodology: Drawing from doctoral and other research conducted with and on several cities across Asia and the Pacific region, including cases from Australia, we present a series of case studies which demonstrate the interplay between climate change and waste management issues in these cities. Qualitative data from interviews and policy document analysis are combined with reflections from fieldwork and practice, drawn from the authors’ experience co-developing national adaptation plans and supporting cities to develop climate-resilient, low-carbon projects in this region.

Findings: The findings highlight the urgent need for a holistic approach to urban planning that addresses the interconnected challenges of climate adaptation and waste management. The presentation identifies key areas of concern, such as the impact of extreme weather events on waste infrastructure, the contribution of mismanaged waste and pollution to climate disaster impacts, and the potential for circular economy strategies to mitigate both climate and waste crises.

Significance of the work for policy and practice: By addressing the intersection between climate adaptation and waste planning in cities, this presentation offers valuable insights for policymakers and practitioners in the Asia Pacific region. It emphasizes the importance of integrating climate adaptation and waste management strategies, promoting sustainable consumption and production patterns, and fostering cross-sectoral collaboration. The proposed research agenda provides a roadmap for future studies that can inform evidence-based policymaking and support the development of climate-resilient and circular cities.
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