
	Panel: Bringing nature into national adaptation planning: sharing experiences and resources

	
This session will explore the growing importance of taking account of nature in planning for adaptation at the national scale, and how this can help contribute to local resilience and global goals on adaptation. The motivations for this are at least three-fold:

· Nature can play a key role in moderating the impacts of climate change on people, their livelihoods and societal assets, and implementing carefully selected Nature-based Solutions (NbS) can enhance resilience.
· Nature, and the services it provides, underpin a wide range of economic sectors, ranging from agriculture to infrastructure, and understanding its ability to continue doing so is a vital part of effective adaptation across sectors.
· Taking account of nature in National Adaptation Plans (NAPs) is crucial to ensuring local resilience, achieving national objectives and contributing to commitments on biodiversity, including under the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework.

On the other hand, not considering nature in NAPs and can lead to unintended consequences and maladaptation.

The session will draw on the experiences of nations in developing and implementing NAPs. Panellists will be asked to describe their own National Adaptation Planning processes, how they have considered and integrated nature into those processes and the potential contribution NbS are making to adaptation. In the discussion, panellists will be asked to:

· Identify barriers to and opportunities for explicit inclusion of both NbS and the resilience of ecosystems in NAPs.
· Explore the role of cross sectoral engagement for successful integration of nature into NAPs to increase resilience.
· Highlight approaches and resources they have found useful.

One panellist will introduce a new web-based training resource that includes a novel, interactive, map-based, illustrative module, which has been developed specifically to support the inclusion of nature in adaptation planning and NAPs.


	
PARTICIPANTS
Speaker / Panellist 1 
Full Name: Valerie Kapos
Organisation: United Nations Environment Programme World Conservation Monitoring Centre (UNEP-WCMC)
Bio sketch: Valerie Kapos is Principal Specialist in Nature-based Solutions at UNEP-WCMC. She helps to provide strategic direction for the Centre’s work on the role of ecosystems in climate change adaptation and mitigation, and in health and well-being, and leads its programme of work on ecosystem-based adaptation (EbA).




Panellist 2 
Full Name: Terikano Nakekea 
Organisation: Ministry of Environment, Lands and Agriculture Development (MELAD) (South Tarawa, Kiribati) 
Bio: Terikano has a degree on BA Environmental Management and is a Climate change planning officer at the Ministry of Environment, Lands and Agriculture Development (MELAD) in South Tarawa, Kiribati. She’s passionate about nature-based solutions as an adaptation response to climate impacts. 
Panellist 3 
Full Name: Mr Vanhthone Phonnasane
Organisation: Deputy Director of the Adaptation Division, Department of Environment, Ministry of Agriculture and Environment, Lao PDR 
Bio: Vanhthone Phonnasane assumed his current role in the newly established Ministry of Agriculture and Environment (MAE) in August 2005, where he was appointed Deputy Director of the Adaptation Division at the Department of Environment. His work focuses on assessing climate vulnerabilities and strengthening resilience, with a particular emphasis on ecosystem-based approaches.
Panellist 4 
Full Name: Emma Corbett
Organisation: Ministry of the Environment, New Zealand
Bio: Emma Corbett is the Manager for Adaptation Priorities in the Adaptation Business Unit of the Ministry for the Environment in New Zealand.
Panellist 5
Full Name: Dani Harake
Organisation: UNEP
Bio: Dani Harake is a Climate Change Adaptation Specialist at UNEP. In this capacity, he supports the coordination of the Global Adaptation Network and regional networks, adaptation policy, and knowledge outreach events.
Moderator 
Full Name: Katie Dawkins
Organisation: United Nations Environment Programme World Conservation Monitoring Centre (UNEP-WCMC)
Bio sketch: Katie works with policymakers, businesses, researchers and the finance sector to provide tools and information to understand our impacts and dependences on nature, and to scale up the appropriate use of NbS. She has a particular focus on NbS for adaptation, and ensuring multiple benefits are considered in decision-making.




