
	Knowledge Café
How do we address Maladaptation? Perils, Possibilities and Futures 


	
Over the past decade climate adaptation projects have proliferated and as adaptation finance gains steam, the Global Economic Forum has referred to Adaptation as the ‘US$ 2 trillion market”[footnoteRef:1]. However, many of these projects have failed to deliver on their promises – or worse, left people in a worse state than before. The reasons for this include mismanagement of the adaptation design and implementation process; exclusion of diverse community aspirations and knowledges; and the misattribution of the causes of social-ecological vulnerability to climate change. In doing so they have failed to address the complex precarities faced by the marginalized, therefore doing little to (and at times exacerbating) their susceptibility to climate change events. Such Maladaptive climate action or Maladaptation is on the rise[footnoteRef:2] and is often an indicator of false climate solutions. Some have accurately identified the weaponizing of Maladaptation by Global North institutions to avoid their historical responsibilities and diminish the climate finance demands of the Global South[footnoteRef:3]. However, maladaptation can also be wielded by community members to reveal and resist the unexpected (or insidious) impacts of exclusionary adaptation projects, and to focus their resources and energy where it counts[footnoteRef:4]. The potential for communities to weaponize maladaptation ultimately increases the potential for more holistic and equitable adaptation planning and outcomes. [1:  https://www.weforum.org/stories/2022/11/climate-change-climate-adaptation-private-sector/]  [2:  Brink, Ebba, Ana Maria Vargas Falla, and Emily Boyd. "Weapons of the vulnerable? A review of popular resistance to climate adaptation." Global Environmental Change 80 (2023): 102656.]  [3:  E. L. F. Schipper, A. Mukherji, “Misguided negative adaptation narratives are hurting the poor”. Science386,624-626(2024). DOI:10.1126/science. adq7821]  [4:  https://theconversation.com/climate-adaptation-projects-sometimes-exacerbate-the-problems-they-try-to-solve-a-new-tool-hopes-to-correct-that-213969] 


In this session we bring together a team of scholars, practitioners, community members working on Maladaptation issues in Aotearoa NZ and the Pacific, with folks working on similar issues across the world. Our objective is to explore the possibilities and pitfalls of engaging with the idea of Maladaptation, within the spheres of science and politics. 

In this proposed co-creation session, we invite scholars, practitioners, community members to come together to explore: 

1) The potential and pitfalls of using the idea/frame of Maladaptation within the adaptation finance, design, planning, implementation and evaluation spaces
2)  To explore the variety of meanings that have been ascribed to Maladaptation and attempt to find places of synergy (and dissonance) 
3) To imagine the future of Maladaptation as a scientific as well as political tool

Method

The session will begin with an overarching presentation summarizing the current state of knowledge and highlighting some different ways in which Maladaptation is being wielded within the adaptation space. We will then hear responses and comments from different participants. This will be followed by some break-out sessions, of smaller groups, facilitated by participants putting this session together. In this group work session, we will discuss the first two questions. Responses will be collected on large sheets of paper for collection by facilitators. This will then be summarized. The final  time will be dedicated as a session to address the last question. This will consist of an individual exercise of writing down responses to be collected at the end of the session, and space to share any of the ideas. The final minutes will be a wrap-up and a comment about next steps by the session facilitators. 


	PARTICIPANTS

Participant 1
Full Name: Ritodhi Chakraborty
Organisation: Lincoln University NZ

Bio 
Ritodhi is a lecturer (assistant professor) at Lincoln University NZ. He works at the science-practitioner interface, investigating epistemic plurality, wellbeing of rural and Indigenous communities and politics of Climate Adaptation. He is co-developing a set of Climate Justice Tools which include the Maladaptation Assessment Tool and the Knowledge Justice Protocol. 


Participant 1 Contribution: 
Introductory presentation with Participant 2 and also help with facilitation of the group work and help with the final wrap-up. 

Participant 2
Full Name: Lisa Schipper 
Organisation: University of Bonn

Bio 
Lisa is a professor of development geography at the University of Bonn. Using a critical lens, Lisa has been engaging with questions of adaptation and maladaptation in adaptation projects for more than two decades, specifically focussing on adaptation and development in the Global South. 

Participant 2 Contribution: 
Introductory presentation with Participant 1 and also help with facilitation of the group work and help with the final wrap-up. 

Participant 3 

Full Name: Suliasi Vunibola
Organisation: Lincoln University NZ

Bio
Dr. Vunibola is a Senior Lecturer at Lincoln University NZ. His expertise is in the broad interdisciplinary areas of development studies, human geography, ethnography, ethno-ecology, climate crisis and community production. He is an expert on indigenous knowledge, community innovation and social transformation in the Pacific.

Participant 3 Contribution 
Responses to the Introduction and help with facilitation of the group work and help with the final wrap-up.

Participant 4 
Full Name: Carolynne Hultquist
Organisation: University of Canterbury NZ 

Bio
Carolynne is a spatial data scientist who develops computational approaches to integrate and validate data on physical and human systems for decision making during disasters. A core aspect of her research is the evaluation of citizen science data to improve monitoring of environmental hazards at local scales. 

Participant 4 Contribution 
Responses to the Introduction and help with facilitation of the group work and help with the final wrap-up.


Participant 5 
Full Name: Elizabeth Macpherson
Organisation: University of Canterbury NZ

Bio
[bookmark: _Hlk138097397]Dr Elizabeth Macpherson is a Pākehā (New Zealander of European-settler descent) Professor of Law and Rutherford Discovery Fellow (RDF) at the University of Canterbury. She researches comparative environmental, natural resources, and constitutional law, and leads the RDF programme Blue Carbon Futures in Aotearoa New Zealand: Law, Climate, Resilience.


Participant 5 Contribution 
Responses to the Introduction and help with facilitation of the group work and help with the final wrap-up.

Participant 6 
Full Name: Hirini Matunga
Organisation: Lincoln University NZ

Bio
Dr Matunga is a Professor at Lincoln University NZ. Over four decades his research, practice and advocacy focus has been Māori self-determination through planning, design, environmental management and policy analysis and Indigenous people’s experience. 

Participant 6 Contribution
Responses to the Introduction and help with facilitation of the group work and help with the final wrap-up.

Participant 7
Full Name: Claire Burgess
Organisation: University of Canterbury NZ
Bio
Claire is a Doctoral student at University of Canterbury NZ and a policy advocacy professional with nine years of experience working in social and environmental justice organisations that support local communities through empowerment and advocacy. She holds two Masters in Public and International Law and Development Studies(University of Melbourne).






