
	Knowledge Cafe
Advancing Just and Inclusive Climate Adaptation: Bridging Regional and Global Perspectives


	
Reasoning behind the session: With the establishment of the European Mission on Adaptation to Climate Change ("EU Adaptation Mission")[footnoteRef:2], Europe has taken a decisive step toward enhanced climate resilience, embedding justice as a fundamental principle of the transition. However, international collaboration in this domain remains insufficient. [2:  https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe/adaptation-climate-change_en] 

While forums like the European Urban Resilience Forum (EURESFO)[footnoteRef:3] have repeatedly emphasized the importance of "learning from abroad," their primarily European audience limits the scope for meaningful global exchange. Meanwhile, European engagement in key international arenas, such as the UN Conference of the Parties (COP), has struggled to effectively connect just adaptation efforts within Europe to broader global challenges. [3:  https://urbanresilienceforum.eu/] 

In today’s interconnected world, leveraging international best practices and indigenous knowledge is more critical than ever to develop just and resilient communities. The shared theme of AF2025 and EURESFO25 reflects a global commitment to accelerating climate resilience. This session will bridge the gap between European and global perspectives by bringing insights from EURESFO25 into the broader discussion at Adaptation Futures 2025 by fostering dialogue, collaboration, and mutual learning across continents.

Organisers: 
· ICLEI Europe: A non-profit organization at the forefront of climate adaptation work in Europe. ICLEI Europe plays a key role in shaping and implementing the EU Adaptation Mission and leads the European Urban Resilience Forum.
· ICLEI Oceania supports local governments across Australia, New Zealand and the Pacific to accelerate climate action and sustainable urban development.

Format: This highly interactive session will open with brief insights from subnational government representatives from Europe and Oceania, setting the stage for discussion, building on the experience that ICLEI members have developed on just resilience. The session will then transition into a Knowledge Café format, facilitating collaborative knowledge co-creation across five key thematic areas, each explored through the lens of justice and inclusion. Each of this groups will receive key reflection points, building from the EURESFO25 discussions and open questions. The group discussions will focus on the following topics:
1. Vulnerable communities and new Extremes – Addressing compound risks, from heatwaves to water resilience.
2. Participation for Nature-Based Solutions implementation – Moving from policy frameworks to on-the-ground implementation.
3. Inclusive Finance and Investment Strategies – Unlocking resources for equitable and effective resilience-building.
4. Participatory multilevel and cross-sectoral Governance – Navigating adaptation challenges in politically polarized landscapes.
5. Place-based Data and Information – Ensuring adaptive responses are informed by robust, inclusive and small-scale data.
These themes align with the discussions at EURESFO25 (Rotterdam, the Netherlands, 25–27 June 2025), where participants will generate key questions on these topics for international adaptation experts and community leaders.

Aims: 
· Foster cross-continental learning on just and inclusive climate adaptation.
· Build a global narrative on just resilience by linking discussions from two leading adaptation conferences: the European Urban Resilience Forum and Adaptation Futures.
· Identify key adaptation priorities and solutions to be elevated at COP30 in Belém, Brazil, contributing to global climate negotiations.

Outcomes: 
· A visual and written synthesis of key insights and solutions from each discussion table.
· A shared cross-stakeholder action plan to shape just resilience discussions at COP30.
Significance of the event: This session marks a groundbreaking collaboration between Adaptation Futures and the European Urban Resilience Forum. It provides a unique opportunity to pilot innovative methodologies for international knowledge exchange, ensuring that regional expertise informs and is challenged by global adaptation processes.

Methods for hybrid inclusivity: 
· Virtual live participation: Virtual attendees will engage via interactive tools like brainstorming platforms and live polls. One or more group discussions can be held online.
· Pre-session engagement and discussion threads: Before or after the event, online materials (e.g., videos, key presentations, discussion questions) will be shared via collaboration platforms to gather input and enable asynchronous participation from stakeholders across time zones.


	PARTICIPANTS

Participant 1
Full Name: Nika Kotoviča
Organisation: City of Riga
Bio
Engaged in development and management of EU projects on urban development, climate and environment, energy efficiency, mobility management and sustainable housing. Professional experience includes a carrier of over 10 years at the Investment and Development Agency of Latvia followed by a challenging career at the City of Riga.

Participant 1 Contribution: 

As cities across Europe face intensifying climate challenges, ensuring that resilience strategies are both effective and equitable is crucial. In Riga, we are integrating climate adaptation with social justice, recognizing that vulnerable communities are often the most affected by environmental risks.
A key focus is developing sustainable housing policies that enhance energy efficiency while addressing affordability. Through EU-funded projects, we are implementing deep renovation programs in residential buildings, reducing energy poverty, and improving living conditions for low-income residents. These initiatives not only contribute to climate goals but also foster social inclusion.
Mobility management is another pillar of our resilience strategy. By investing in sustainable public transport, cycling infrastructure, and pedestrian-friendly urban spaces, we are creating a more accessible and climate-friendly city. These efforts reduce emissions while improving quality of life, particularly for those who rely on public transport the most.
Collaboration is essential to achieving just resilience. By working with local communities, policymakers, and European partners, Riga is co-creating innovative solutions that ensure climate adaptation benefits all residents. Through integrated, people-centred approaches, we aim to build a city that is greener, more resilient, and socially inclusive for future generations.


Participant 2
Full Name: Eleni Myrivili
Organisation: UN-Habitat and Atlantic Council
Bio
Dr. Eleni Myrivili is Global Chief Heat Officer for the Atlantic Council’s Arsht-Rock Resilience Center and the UN-Habitat. She is dedicated to fostering heat resilience in cities worldwide and was recognized among Nature’s 10 people who helped shape science in 2023 and Earth.Org Women Leading the Fight Against Climate Change.

Participant 2 Contribution: 

In the face of escalating climate risks, resilience must go beyond infrastructure - it must be just, inclusive, and human-centred. Cities are at the forefront of the climate crisis, experiencing extreme heat, flooding, and biodiversity loss. However, these challenges disproportionately impact marginalized communities, exacerbating existing inequalities.
To achieve just resilience, we must integrate climate adaptation with social equity. This means prioritizing nature-based solutions, ensuring equitable access to green spaces, and embedding climate considerations into urban planning. Programs such as heat action plans and flood mitigation strategies must centre on vulnerable populations, ensuring they are not left behind.
Additionally, governance plays a crucial role. Local governments must foster participatory decision-making, co-designing resilience strategies with communities rather than imposing top-down solutions. Investing in social infrastructure—such as community hubs, early warning systems, and inclusive policies—strengthens urban resilience while empowering residents.
Technology and data also provide valuable tools. Leveraging AI, predictive modelling, and real-time monitoring allows cities to anticipate climate impacts and respond proactively. However, digital solutions must be designed with inclusivity in mind to avoid deepening the digital divide.
By embedding justice in resilience efforts, we can build cities that are not only climate-adaptive but also fair, sustainable, and liveable for all.


Moderated by ICLEI Europe and ICLEI Oceania







