
	Paper
Bridging Data Gaps: Turbocharging Climate Adaptation in the Pacific Islands


	
Introduction
The Pacific Island States are particularly susceptible to climate change. Effective climate adaptation planning in these regions necessitates robust data sharing to avoid project isolation, achieve efficiencies, and ensure the use of accurate and up-to-date data. This paper argues for a crucial shift from data ownership and economic gain to collaborative data sharing to enhance climate adaptation outcomes by analysing current data availability and sharing policies and their effectiveness.

Objectives
1. To identify existing data sharing policies for climate adaptation in the Pacific Island States.
2. To analyse the availability, age, and comprehensiveness of existing data to provide a current assessment.
3. To assess the effectiveness of these policies by comparing the availability and quality of data.

Methodology
The paper employs a mixed-methods approach. First, it identifies and reviews current data sharing policies through a template-based literature review and policy analysis. Second, it examines the availability, age, and comprehensiveness of existing data by reviewing key sources such as the Pacific Islands Climate Adaptation Science Centre (PI-CASC) and other relevant databases. Third, it evaluates the effectiveness of these policies by commenting on the availability and quality of data. 

Findings
The findings of this paper will be informed by the literature and policy review, as well as the assessment of data availability and quality. The outputs will include:

1. A detailed review of existing data sharing policies.
2. An assessment of the current state of data availability, age, and comprehensiveness.
3. An evaluation of policy effectiveness based on data availability and quality.

This analysis is expected to reveal specific gaps and areas for improvement, highlighting the need for enhanced data sharing practices.

Significance of the work for policy and practice 
This paper underscores the necessity for policy frameworks that prioritise data sharing and collaboration over data ownership and economic gain. By identifying current shortcomings and gaps in existing data sharing policies, the study provides a compelling argument for improved policies. These enhanced policies are essential for achieving rapid, accurate, and sustainable climate adaptation outcomes in the vulnerable Pacific Island States.





