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Introduction

The Paper will present the findings of a research project which investigated the climate adaptation challenge in Aotearoa New Zealand, the adequacy of current law and policy in addressing it, and design recommendations for a new Climate Adaptation Act

Objectives

The objective of the paper is to present recommendations for the design of a new Climate Adaptation Act to inform policy makers in Aotearoa New Zealand and elsewhere.

Methodology

The methodology adopted for the project was literature review, a series of case studies of different communities affected by climate hazards, and semi-structured interviews with practitioners in the field.

Findings

The research found that climate risks in Aotearoa New Zealand were significant and projected to increase over time, current law and policy was not well configured to address them and new legislation was required. This needed to deal with issues such as the identification and communication of risk, controlling development in high risk areas, supporting local adaptation planning, acquiring property and compensating land owners, relocating buildings and infrastructure (ie managed retreat) and managing vacated land.

Significance of the work for policy and practice 

The work is informing a governmental process to develop new climate adaptation law in Aotearoa New Zealand.







