	IUHPE Accreditation in action: An Australian University case study

	
Setting/problem
[bookmark: _GoBack]Undertaking the IUHPE accreditation assisted in clarifying and evaluating the competencies of the Edith Cowan University Health Science course, identifying strength-based practices to promote equity and value social and cultural diversity. This project focused on the IUHPE core competencies by developing approaches to inform students’ understanding of participation, empowerment, partnership, equality, ethical practice, their sense of belonging during their studies. We explored enablers and barriers to wellness for health promotion students in the university and community settings. Our brief was to allow students to inform key issues and challenges they faced as students and community members whilst assisting the development of communication learning tools. This included community radio which can be used as a vehicle to promote social change, facilitate social connectedness and present local stories and wellness messages.  Community radio allows students to develop communication skills, integrate health knowledge and formulate effective health messages centred on safe and engaging study environments.

Intervention
Formative research for this intervention included facilitating student focus groups, formulating a community radio toolkit and digital storytelling.  We facilitated four focus groups to identify key themes to elicit students’ opinions and perspectives about wellness issues they identified in the university environment and the community they lived-in. The toolkit comprised an instructional handbook, facilitated training and videos, accessible to both online and on-campus students. Utilising the services of Health Communication Consultants, digital stories were developed. The digital storytelling combined tradition with technology and allowed students to share stories through voice, images and videos. 

Outcomes
This project resulted in students’ enhanced understanding of participatory research in Health Promotion, fostered health promotion literacy and the application of the Ottawa Charter within a university and community context, along with the creation and practical application of Community radio tools. 

Implications
The project was the result of the IUHPE accreditation process, providing the impetus for the Health Promotion team to embed creative curriculum and implement learning adaptation strategies to address local and global health challenges. 
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