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Introduction
Adaptation practitioners are increasingly concerned with understanding how to create or promote opportunities for climate change adaptation. Here we present lessons from examples of implemented adaptation to explain what enables seemingly positive adaptation outcomes. Drawing on three years of research, this paper summarises findings from case studies on ‘good’ climate change adaptation in Australia to identify contributing enabling factors. This includes an investigation of two nature-based artificial reef projects implemented by The City of Greater Geelong in Victoria, and targeted climate information products developed by the Tasmanian state government which enabled adaptation in Tasmania’s Wine Sector.  

Objectives
This research aimed to understand if there are enabling factors which can promote or influence climate change adaptation, with a focus on good adaptation practices. 

Methodology
Five case studies with differentiated geographic locations, lead actors, climate hazards or types of adaptation were selected for inclusion. Data was collected primarily through semi-structured interviews, with a focus on identifying key enabling factors integral to implementation, and of factors considered to make these examples of good practice. Interviewees were largely identified through snowballing. Online searches were used to collect additional information including media, existing academic research and any documents referred to in the interview process. 

Findings
This research confirms the findings of existing literature on the importance of local leadership and local ‘champions. The cases demonstrate evidence to support the idea that well-known factors of proper consultation and engagement, ongoing substantive investment and coordinated, well-backed policies are important in seeing through substantive change. Further to this, it begins to demonstrate how enabling policies and programs can flow down to have the desired ‘on-ground impact. 

Significance of the work for policy and practice 
This research builds on insights from existing literature with significant additional empirical evidence. It offers new insights into the complex interactions between different enabling factors and their context-dependent nature. This research is being used to build a framework of enabling factors as a tool for adaptation practitioners. 





