
	Panel
Transforming First Nations-led Climate Action, Leadership and Governance Through Ceremony


	
Language, traditions, culture, and Ceremony are central to First Nations identity, embodied in the understanding that “we are the land and the land is us,” and in the Halq’emeylem language “Lets’e Mot, Lets’e Thale te Sqwalawel” which translates to have one mind and one heart with good feelings. These sacred teaching and worldviews establishes individual and collective responsibilities toward all creation and directly challenges compartmentalized, exploitative colonial climate policies and reductive scientific methods. 

Ceremony is governance, it allows us to access the spiritual realm and to truly see the interconnectedness of all things and the deep reciprocal relationship we all have with the Land[footnoteRef:1]. All of the people from the four sacred directions, Indigenous or not, are important and have a responsibility to protect Mother Earth and our more than human relatives world.  [1:  https://climateinstitute.ca/publications/decolonizing-climate-policy-british-columbia/] 


Colonialism and capitalism are fundamental drivers of climate change, systematically undermining Indigenous knowledge systems and science, infringing on First Nations' inherent, constitutionally protected rights and Treaty rights, and exacerbating racial and gender-based inequalities. The evidence is clear, colonial climate policy and legislation is not sufficiently addressing the climate crisis as it is profoundly disconnected from First Nations worldviews and approaches, and continues to reinforce the patterns of inequality, exploitation, discrimination, environmental degradation and top-down, market-based and siloed approaches. With First Nations in BC winning key legal cases, including land title cases, and with the adoption of United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UN Declaration) legislation  at a federal and provincial level in Canada, it is a critical moment for government and research institutions to strategically and cooperatively work with First Nations right-holders and Indigenous Peoples around the world on climate and environmental policy and legislative development and reform. 

Despite several significant advances in Canada, there continues to be a crucial gap in the approach taken where Indigenous knowledge and science is too often left out or not acknowledged with the same weight as western research, policy, legislation development processes. In light of this disconnection and the escalating consequences of the climate and nature crises, BCAFN and Knowledge Keepers recognized that climate action, including policy development and reform, must be guided by First Nations values, teachings, ceremonies, laws and traditional ways of knowing. In November, 2023, the BC Assembly of First Nations with the guidance and wisdom of Chief Darrell Bob, brought together 23 Spiritual Knowledge Keepers from across British Columbia in Ceremony on Tsleil-Waututh Territory, to collectively heal and share stories, songs, and teaching around the current climate crisis, its underlying causes and its profound impacts on the Land and all living beings. 

At this Gathering, Knowledge Keepers provided profound teachings and a mandate for First Nations, leadership, communities, governments, and society to respond to climate change and care for the Lands and Waters for future generations. For the first time in a Ceremonial gathering, observers were welcomed and encouraged to take back the teachings and shared responsibilities to their communities, workspaces and personal lives. These teachings and the mandate are being implemented in First Nations-led climate work in the BC, including the implementation of the BC First Nations Climate Strategy and Action Plan and the development of the BC First Nations Climate Leadership Agenda. 

Purpose/Objective

Despite the ongoing advocacy, reconciliation work and the UN Declaration, Canadian climate plans and climate action consistently fails to uphold Indigenous rights to self-determination and fully acknowledge First Nations governance and Natural Law. There is a large gap between colonial policy, legislation, and First Nations worldviews and governance, but we know we must find a way forward together for the survival of Mother Earth. This panel seeks to create space for panelists to discuss the need for urgent action, healing and the importance of bringing back Ceremony and Natural Law into climate action. The aim of this panel is to share insights and teachings based on First Nations Natural law and Ceremonial practices to foster dialogue, evoke emotion, reflection and to highlight the importance of incorporating ceremony and spiritual gatherings into climate action, governance, decision making and policy development both within First Nations and Crown governments. 

This panel will bring together Spiritual Knowledge Keepers and First Nations youth leaders to reflect on how sacred teachings can inform climate action, addressing the root causes of climate change, and support the collective healing work that needs to be done. Panellists will share profound teachings and reflections on how our collective research, climate action and policy development can be guided by Ceremony, Indigenous knowledge/science and Indigenous Natural Law. 

The goal is to inspire action and provoke a renewed motivation and responsibility to take meaningful steps forward to healing oneself and Mother Earth. Participants will be invited to engage in dialogue to explore ways of incorporating teaching and ceremony and other culturally grounded approaches to accelerate climate adaptation and the protection of Mother Earth.

Contribution to New Knowledge or Practice

Language, traditions, culture, and Ceremony are the foundation of First Nations identity. They are the sacred and crucial link between the people of these Lands and the Lands themselves. The Knowledge Keepers have shared that it is time to bring back Ceremony to support collective healing, cultural revitalization and climate action from the heart. Panelists will share their insights; teachings and the responsibility individuals have to heal and restore the balance between all our relatives and the Land. 

The health of the land is a reflection of the health of the people, and the environmental imbalance and climate crisis is a result of humans placing themselves higher than Mother Earth. The world is out of balance and the relationship that people have with the land and oneself must be restore. We must tap into this awareness and see healing and relationship building as a means to transforming how we adapt to the climate crisis because “solving this crisis doesn’t start in science, it starts in our hearts. Relationship building and taking responsibility are needed. Our ancestors knew how to be in a relationship with Mother Earth” (Dr. Robert Joseph, BCAFN Knowledge Keeper, 2024). This means breaking down silos in government, changing ways of thinking, revitalizing culture, language, and Ceremony and restoring First Nations’ responsibility for the Land through self-determination, jurisdiction, and self-governance. 

It is clear that grounding climate action and adaptation in First Nations governance and Natural Law is essential to addressing the root causes of climate change. To continue the healing journey and guide our collective climate work, this panel will share how the Knowledge Keepers provided a mandate (14 items) and other teachings can guide our  climate action. This panel will share how the Knowledge Keepers Mandate and ceremonial gathering are guiding the implementation of the BC FN Climate Strategy and other policy processes such as the First Nations Climate Leadership Agenda.

The panel will start will an opening prayer and song with teachings being woven throughout the panel. As the panel discussion is going on a video will be playing that showcase quotes and images from the BC First Nations Spiritual Knowledge Keepers Gathering to elicit emotion and connection.


	INDIVIDUAL PANELLIST CONTRIBUTION

Moderator/Presenter Details
Full Name: Regional Chief Terry Teegee 
Organisation: British Columbia Assembly of First Nations (BCAFN)
Bio sketch: BCAFN Regional Chief Terry Tegee is a member of Takla Nation. He played an instrumental role in the development and historic passing of the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act and continues to raise awareness about First Nations-led climate action, stewardship and food security issues. 

Regional Chief Teegee Terry Teegee describes the escalating climate impacts in BC and the urgent need to action. The climate emergency is not a future problem but the reality of our current moment. Over the last few years in BC, First Nations have been on the front lines of the climate crisis and we have been experiencing record-setting summer and winter temperatures, a warming and rising ocean, droughts, sudden and unprecedented wildfires, damaging storms, floods, and landslides. Regional Chief Teegee explains this as the “world out of balance,” which is echoed by Indigenous People around the world.  He will set the stage for the panel and touch on how ceremony and spiritual teachings are essential to heal our people from the destructive legacy of colonialism and restore the balance and deepen our relationship with Mother Earth. 


Panellist 1
Full Name: Chief Darrell Bob
Organisation:
Bio:
Chief Darrell Bob and Spiritual Knowledge Keeper from Xaxli'p First Nation, St'át'imc Nation. He has been an elected leader since 2006 and has dedicated his life to fostering spaces for healing, ceremony, and knowledge-sharing both in Canada and internationally. 
 
Presentation 1: Ceremony and Natural Law – Indigenous Rights, Responsibility and Relationships to Mother Earth

Panellist 1 Contribution: 
Introduction
Objectives
Methodology
Findings

Chief Darrell Bob, Xaxli’p First Nation, will highlight the importance of relationships, Ceremony and Natural Law in healing from colonialism and adapting to climate change. He will speak to how First Nations across BC, Canada, and the world are revitalizing culture, ceremony, governance, and language to restore balance. As an elected leader and a spiritual Knowledge Keeper, Chief Darrell emphasizes the need to break down government silos and divisions and re-establish relationships. His key message will be that Mother Earth is not divided – she connects us all; what we do to one, we do to all; what impacts one, impacts all. To address climate change, we need to come together, intertwined as one. 

As a leader since 2006, Chief Darrell has been deeply guided by the teachings of Elders, who instilled in him the responsibility to care for the Land holistically. Chief Darrell has dedicated his life to fostering spaces for healing, ceremony, and knowledge-sharing. In 2009, he helped initiate the International Indigenous Leadership Gathering in Lillooet, BC, and in 2023 he brought together Spiritual Knowledge Keepers, in partnership with the BCAFN, to host a BC Spiritual Knowledge Keepers on Climate Change Gathering. These gatherings brought together Indigenous leaders, Knowledge Keepers, and allies to share stories, songs, and solutions for addressing the climate crisis. He will share more about his journey, his lived experience and teaching to inspire both Indigenous and non-Indigenous people to take action for Mother Earth and adapt to climate change. 

Panellist 2
Full Name: Katisha Paul 
Organisation: Elected Youth Representative of the Union of BC Indian Chiefs (UBCIC),  Urban Native Youth Association Board member, and BC First Nations Climate Leadership Agenda Steering Committee

Bio: Katisha Paul, Kwikws l̲ vs̲ áos (Little Angel) from W̱ JOȽEȽP and Lil’wat nations, living in Musqueam territory. Guided by her ancestors, she holds a strong belief in the power of balance and equality, and stands up for Indigenous rights, human rights, cultural revitalisation and environmental protection through Indigenous knowledge systems and UNDRIP.
 
Presentation 2 – Gifts from the Land: Revitalizing culture, language and ceremony alongside Elders, knowledge keepers, and youth.  

Katisha considers Indigenous cultures and languages as gifts from the land and is honoured to be actively revitalising culture, language and ceremony alongside Elders, knowledge keepers, and youth.  As a powerful Indigenous activist, storyteller, elected youth representative of the Union of BC Indian Chiefs (UBCIC), BC First Nations Climate Leadership Agenda Steering Commitment Member and a woman with wisdom beyond her age, she will touch on the many teachings from her ancestors and how to translate them into our collective climate work and research in real and tangible ways. She will evoke emotion through sharing her profound teachings and remind us of the crucial importance of uplifting Indigenous youth, Intergenerational knowledge transfer, through Ceremony and spiritual teaching to inform Indigenous-led climate and community resilience. 

She will speak to the importance of Indigenous youth reclaiming their cultures, identity and languages, in the context of reconciliation efforts and the adoption of UNDRIP in BC and Canada. Her insights and teachings will serve as a call to action, reminding us of our shared responsibility to honour Indigenous ways of knowing and the importance of holding up Indigenous youth, so we can all work collectively toward a more respectful, just and sustainable future.


Panellist 3
Full Name: Janna Wale
Organisation: Pacific Institute for Climate Solutions
Bio: 
Janna Wale is Gitxsan/Cree-Métis, and is the Indigenous Research and Partnerships Lead at the Pacific Institute for Climate Solutions. Her research uses a complex human-environmental systems approach, bridging western and Indigenous science towards adaptation and climate resilience. She has won several awards for her work on Indigenous climate adaptation.

Presentation 3: Relationships, Ceremony and First Nations-led Climate Action

Panellist 3 Contribution: 

Janna Wale will highlight the current gaps in canadian climate policies and where the colonial framework that disregards Indigenous knowledge/science and perpetuate systemic injustices that fails to recognize the rights, responsibility, and vital role First Nations must play in climate change and environmental stewardship. As a Gitxsan woman from Gitanmaax First Nation in British Columbia’s northwestern Interior who is also Cree-Métis on her mother’s side, she has strong ancestral connections to the land and waters and through her work and research she seeks to bridge the gap between Western and Indigenous knowledges and science. Indigenous knowledge and science of the Land, waters and climate are deeply rooted in local contexts, reflecting how Indigenous people have rights and responsibilities to take on the role as caretakers and stewards of the environment.

Janna is a profound climate leader in BC and will speak to her work in the incorporating meaningful relationships and reciprocity in climate action and research. She will provide her lived experience with applying teachings, Natural Law and Indigenous knowledge and science into her research, work and life, and provide insights how governments, researchers, organizations and non-Indigenous people can work incorporate these teaching into their workspaces and lives.

Panellist 4
Full Name: Dr Gwen Point
Organisation: BCAFN Knowledge Keeper
Bio:
Dr Gwen Point is a well-respected and well-recognized Stó:lō leader, visionary, mentor, and cultural advisor. Dr. Point currently serves as a BCAFN Knowledge Keeper and has contributed her deep cultural knowledge and wisdom to revitalise these teachings in her community and has contributed to numerous books, conferences and workshops. 

Presentation 4: We are the Land – Scared Teaching for Adapting to Climate Change

Dr Point, will highlight the importance of approaching climate action from the heart and how important traditional teachings are to standing up for our lands, culture, way of life and future survival. First Nations, in particular the Stó:lō people in recent years have been at the forefront of the climate crisis, but are leading the way forward by revitalizing traditional laws and practices to address the root causes of the climate emergency.

Doctor Point is a well-respected Stó:lō leader, BCAFN Knowledge Keeper and language speaker. In her Halq’emeylem language she will share many teaching to inform how climate action can be transformed and how important it is to bring people together from around the world to address climate change around the with ‘Lets’e Mot, Lets’e Thale te Sqwalawel’ which translates to have one mind and one heart with good feelings. The Stó:lō like many First Nations and Indigenous Peoples have a close relationship with the land. In their language Solh Temexw means our land and Xwelmexw means a person. The ending mexw in both words depicts the strong connections that the Elders taught her, “we are the Land” – and we have responsibility to ensure what we enjoy today will be enjoyed seven generations from now. Doctor Point will share teachings, stories and showcase how ceremony and Natural Law can bring Indigenous People and non-Indigenous People together to adapt and respond to the climate crisis, as one. 





