Sensitivity: General

Sensitivity: General

Sensitivity: General


	Paper
Pacific Voices: Linking Vulnerabilities, Resilience and the Realities of Loss and Damage


	
Like many pacific island countries, the Cook Island communities face ever-growing challenges associated with climate change. Rising sea levels, more severe weather events and rising temperatures all threaten the traditional way of life and deep attachment to ancestral land.  Despite these challenges the strength of social cohesion, the inbuilt knowledge of combining tradition with technology and the profound care for future generations which Cook Islanders possess provide resilience in the face of these challenges.

The Cook Islands Climate Change Office, in partnership with a team of specialists from Beca, has been working with local communities, gathering invaluable knowledge of local vulnerabilities and the natural adaptive capacity that exists. The Cook Islands Vulnerability and Adaptation Assessments for 12 inhabited and 3 uninhabited Islands across the archipelago provide a comprehensive understanding of each island’s level of exposure, sensitivity to climate change, and the adaptive capacity that exists using a multi-sectoral approach. The assessments cover the built environment, water security, economic livelihood, food security, health, education, demographics (social impacts) and the natural environment. A particular lens of impacts on people including gender equity, vulnerable populations and cultural values has been applied through using innovative ‘vulnerability indices’ – guiding a robust assessment that will enable vulnerability to be consistently assessed over time.
The vulnerability and adaptation assessments support the delivery of the Enhancing National Adaptation Programme (ENAP). An important component of the project is to develop adaptation measures which are tailored and appropriate for the specific individual islands and communities they are serving, while also aligned with wider the Cook Islands context and government strategies including Te Ara Akapapa’anga Nui, National Sustainable Development Agenda (NSDA) 2020+.

Through participatory mapping of current and future climate concerns and solutions with a wide range of community members and focus groups with local women’s groups, disability services, fisherman and growers it is clear that there is a high natural resilience amongst communities including through sharing resources and caring for more vulnerable members of the community during acute weather events. However, regional connectivity challenges, ongoing water security concerns and limited on-island resources in the outer islands place limitations on local adaptive capacity. 
By systematically analysing exposure, sensitivity, and adaptive capacity, the assessments provide a nuanced understanding of where and how vulnerabilities intersect with climate hazards. This insight helps to quantify potential losses—both economic and non-economic—while also highlighting the underlying drivers of vulnerability, such as socio-economic inequalities, infrastructure deficits, or ecosystem degradation. By linking vulnerabilities to tangible and intangible losses, decision-makers can prioritise interventions, allocate resources effectively, and design targeted strategies to reduce future risks. In this way, climate vulnerability assessments serve as a foundational step in creating comprehensive and equitable loss and damage frameworks.






