
	Wānanga/Talanoa/Dialogue or Workshop
A First Nation Youth and Language Keepers Perspective on Climate Adaptation through a Cumulative Effects Analysis Lens


	
Summary

The File Hills Qu'Appelle Tribal Council (FHQTC) represents 11 First Nations: Nekaneet First Nation; Wood Mountain Lakota Nation; Piapot First Nation; Muscowpetung Saulteaux Nation; Pasqua First Nation; Standing Buffalo Dakota Nation; Little Black Bear's Band of Cree & Assiniboine Nations; Okanese First Nation; Star Blanket Cree Nation; Peepeekisis Cree Nation; and Carry The Kettle Nakoda Nation and over 20,000 Citizens in the Treaty Four Territory, southern Saskatchewan, Canada. 

FHQTC Nations are comprised of distinct and diverse multilingual cultural identities of the Saulteaux (Anishnaabe), Lakota, Dakota, Nakoda and Cree (Néhiyaw) Nations. FHQTC First Nations have individual autonomous and collective governance systems and traditional occupation of lands beyond Treaty Four Territory. As our First Nations govern in duality as individual sovereign Nations and as collectives of sovereign Nations, the FHQTC receives and advances the collective interests of the 11 Member Nations and their Citizens, who are the actual rights holders.

Implemented by the FHQTC Leadership in 2018, the Lands, Resources, Environment, and Stewardship (LRES) department develops initiatives with our Member First Nations, including climate adaptation strategies, climate change assessments, cumulative effect assessments, and policy and legislation analyses. In 2022, FHQTC-LRES instated a Youth Advisory Council oriented toward building capacity within our Member Nations' Youth and bringing their attention to climate adaptations initiatives within our FHQTC Member Nations. One of the goals of our Youth Advisory Council is to empower FHQTC Member First Nations Youth to be leaders in bringing attention to the state of climate change and its impact on our Inherent and Treaty Rights. Our activities include analyzing the effects of climate change on our lands and environment and identifying the adaptation opportunities and challenges that our Nations face. One of the biggest strengths a Youth perspective brings is that climate adaptation strategies occur within the scope of their lifetimes. 

This facilitated dialogue session will bring together Members of the FHQTC-LRES Youth Advisory and FHQTC Member Nations’ Language Keepers in an inter-generational dialogue on climate change adaptation, past, present and futures challenges that our Member First Nations are facing. Supported by interactive maps and analyses, including on food security and water quality from the FHQTC Cumulative Effect Atlas, our panelist will discuss how FHQTC Member Nations are pro-active in seeking climate adaptation solutions while anchoring their work in language, and the practice of Inherent and Treaty Rights. The discussion will focus on two specific areas of the Treaty Four Territory, the Lower Qu’Appelle River Watershed and the Cypress Hills, which are both of high cultural, historical and ecological significance. Using a holistic evidenced based cumulative effect approach, supported by visuals, the panelist will discuss how these areas have been impacted by climate change, agriculture, industrial and urban development, and what adaptation strategies are required to allow the continuation of a way of life, the revival of language and the preservation of culture. The systemic and jurisdictional barriers in adaptation will be discussed alongside successful approaches to address these barriers.


	PARTICIPANTS

Participant 1
Full Name: Shannon Thomson (Facilitator)
Organisation: File Hills Qu’Appelle Tribal Council, Lands, Resources, Environment & Stewardship Department
Bio: Shannon is the FHQTC-LRES Department Executive Director. Shannon is an advocate for First Nations rights and policy inclusion. Nakota and great-granddaughter maternal descendant of Chief Carry The Kettle & Chief Takes The Coat, Shannon's paternal Grandfather, was a Chief at Carry The Kettle Nakoda Nation.

Participant 1 Contribution: 
Shannon will provide a background of the work of the FHQTC-LRES department in climate adaptation, cumulative effect analysis and the defence of Inherent and Treaty Rights. She will facilitate the discussion with our Youth, Language Keepers and technician and provide a policy perspective to FHQTC climate adaptation initiatives.

Participant 2
Full Name: FHQTC-LRES Youth Advisory Members (10)  
Organisation: Lands, Resources, Environment & Stewardship Department 
Bio: Youth Advisory Members from our 11 Member Nations

Participant 2 Contribution: 
Youth Advisory Council Members will present their work in climate adaptation within the Lower Qu’Appelle River Watershed and the Cypress Hills. Building from traditional knowledge and evidence-based approaches, they will show how their work is informed by their climate monitoring initiatives as well as by traditional knowledge mapping and storytelling, acquired with FHQTC Language Keepers.
Add other participants as required

Participant 3
Full Name: FHQTC-LRES Language Keepers (5) (names TBA) 
Organisation: Lands, Resources, Environment & Stewardship Department 
Bio: Language Keepers from FHQTC Members Nations five linguistic groups.

Participant 3 Contribution: 
FHQTC-LRES Language Keepers will present their perspective on climate change adaptation, highlighting how the preservation of a way of life, culture and language is intimately rooted our lands and waters. 

Participant 4
Full Name: David Fortin 
Organisation: Lands, Resources, Environment & Stewardship Department 
Bio: David Fortin is the Environmental Sciences Lead at the FHQTC-LRES department. David work on advocacy and protection of Inherent and Treaty rights, including through collaborations between FHQTC and academia. David is an adjunct professor with the Department of Biology, University of Regina and the Department of Geography and Planning, University of Saskatchewan.

Participant 3 Contribution: 
David will provide a perspective on how a cumulative effects approach is required to address climate change adaptation challenges within Treaty Four. 






