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Introduction
Ngāti Wheke, the kaitiaki (guardians) of Whakaraupō Harbour, have long practised land and resource management based on Mātauranga Māori. Their leadership in environmental stewardship exemplifies Indigenous innovation in climate adaptation. Māori signed Te Tiriti o Waitangi (the Treaty of Waitangi) in 1840, believing it would create a partnership in which they would retain autonomy over their lands and communities. However, the subsequent transfer of land ownership to the Crown and other entities displaced Māori from ancestral territories, leading to the destruction of indigenous forests, ecosystem degradation, and a rapid loss of biodiversity across Aotearoa’s taiao (environment). As Palmer (2023) highlights, Indigenous knowledge systems are critical for addressing climate change. International examples, such as those from Canada, show that Indigenous leadership plays a key role in conservation and climate adaptation solutions (Vogel et al., 2022).

Objectives
This research explores the integration of Indigenous governance and knowledge systems within the Bachelor of Architectural Studies programme at Ara Institute of Canterbury. It examines the impact of this integration on students' understanding of cultural and ecological sustainability, aiming to contribute to decolonising education, reshaping architects' engagement with climate resilience, and promoting Indigenous self-determination in adaptation governance.

Methodology
The project involves a seven-week design task where students create a community building located on Ōtamahua/Quail Island, within the Ngāti Wheke rohe (territory). The approach begins with a site visit, led by a Ngāti Wheke cultural ambassador, embedding tikanga Māori (traditional protocols), karakia (prayers), and place-based narratives into the design process. To deepen cultural and linguistic understanding, students undertake a five-week Te Reo Māori course. Architecture classes are conducted in Ara’s marae to foster familiarity with tikanga and whanaungatanga (relationship-building). Mentorship from Māori architects and cultural advisors, alongside engagement with traditional Māori carving practices, enhances students' understanding of Indigenous material sustainability. Data are gathered through surveys, focus groups, and interviews with students, faculty, and Ngāti Wheke representatives, including kaumātua (elders). These methods align with Kaupapa Māori research principles, emphasising reciprocal relationships and the co-creation of knowledge between Indigenous communities and academia.

Findings
Preliminary findings suggest that integrating Mātauranga Māori into education reshapes students' approaches to design, material use, and sustainability. Students gained a deeper understanding of kaitiakitanga (environmental guardianship) and relational ecology, which influenced their design choices. Challenges included the need for continued cross-cultural guidance and the complexities of translating Indigenous knowledge into built form. These findings align with research highlighting the value of Indigenous-led education in climate adaptation (Johnson, Parsons, & Fisher, 2022).

Significance for Policy and Practice
This case study offers a scalable model for embedding Mātauranga Māori into education to promote climate-responsive thinking and Indigenous leadership in the built environment. It demonstrates how Indigenous-led pedagogy supports decolonising education and climate resilience, contributing to inclusive adaptation governance. The initiative strengthens the role of Ngāti Wheke and Ngāi Tahu as kaitiaki and supports future collaborations in adaptation planning. The project challenges Western-centric sustainability models, advocating for the recognition of Indigenous-led solutions in climate adaptation policy.







