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Introduction: Environmental hazards and climate change disproportionately affect Indigenous peoples raising important concerns for social equity, environmental justice and disaster risk reduction. The under-representation of Indigenous peoples in natural hazard policymaking also impacts on the acceptability and relevance of disaster risk reduction initiatives to First Nations peoples. Indigenous concepts, values and understandings of environmental justice are pertinent to climate change adaptation, transformative practice and sustainable futures.  This presentation tells the story of one of the Rangitīkei River hapū [family groups] within the Ngāti Raukawa Northern Marae Collective, that is dealing with Per- and Poly Fluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) contamination of their ancestral lands from the Royal New Zealand Air Force Base at Ohakēā. Framed by a papakāinga [traditional village] view, and rongoā [Māori healing systems] to foster collective wellbeing, the hapū [family group] seeks to address challenges which are the legacy of colonisation, such as confiscation of territory, land degradation, biodiversity loss and flooding.

Objectives: The research aimed to support the development of hapū-based resilience plans and foster community capability in activating climate change adaptation initiatives.

Methods: This qualitative kaupapa Māori research project was a collaboration between Māori academics and hapū along the Rangitīkei River in Aotearoa New Zealand. It engaged mātauranga Māori [Māori traditional ancestral knowledge] and local intelligence to develop culturally grounded disaster adaptation initiatives. An initial hui, with 20 whānau [family] in attendance, introduced plans to hold a series of wānanga [workshops] aimed at sharing traditional knowledge, building resilience and creating response strategies. Twelve whānau of the papakāinga development were interviewed and subsequent hui conducted with 50 participants in total.  

Findings: This study illustrates the transformative potential of Indigenous knowledge systems, as embodied in the papakāinga framework, for informing climate-resilient housing, land management and community planning strategies. Though reviving and adapting traditional Māori practices, the research considers how communities can reconnect with their whenua [land], restore mauri [energetic life force] and enhance collective wellbeing. Significance of the work for policy and practice: The findings advocate for the inclusion of Indigenous voices and methodologies in policymaking to create culturally relevant and sustainable climate change adaptation strategies. The value of Indigenous-led initiatives to confront environmental injustice, rebuild connections to the land and safeguard the wellbeing of current and future generations is highlighted. The role of papakāinga and rongoā in facilitating community resilience may have relevance for other Indigenous and marginalised groups advocating for equitable solutions to contamination and climate affects.
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