
	Hands-on activity
Best Practices in Network Building to Address the Food-Energy-Water-Environment Nexus in Africa


	
SustainFood is a collaborative platform that links, builds, and accelerates international, transdisciplinary teams across the US, African, and European networks to provide sustainable solutions using the Water-Energy-Food-Environment (WEFE) Nexus. We have a particular focus on networking and skill-building among early career researchers, with the goal of preparing them to work in collaborative, international, transdisciplinary teams to address real-world problems and generate innovative solutions. To achieve this goal, our project focuses on two activities: an annual Collaborative Learning School, held in a different country each year, and an online network of early career researchers that meets biweekly to receive feedback on projects, learn new skills, share opportunities, and discuss important topics in the WEFE space. With this proposed co-creation session, we wish to extend the learning from the SustainFood network and learn from other networking efforts to build solutions to complex WEFE problems in collaboration with local communities. We will provide an introduction to SustainFood and a summary of a case study from an early career collaborative learning school in Nigeria organized by the program, including a chance to practice systems mapping. Systems mapping is a technique that allows for the root causes, feedbacks, and drivers affecting a problem to be surfaced. It is useful in designing solutions that address underlying causes and avoid unintended consequences. We used it for problem scoping with community partners. 
     After the introduction to Sustainfood, we break into small groups to discuss the following topics:
1) What are best practices for building, funding and sustaining networks in the WEFE and climate adaptation space?
2) What are some tools you have used to foster collaborative problem solving between scientists and community partners?
3) What are some creative ways to overcome barriers to equitable collaboration across Global North and Global South institutions? (e.g. differences in funding, access, or institutional power)?
We will conclude with a report-out and large group discussion. Interested participants will be invited to collaborate on a paper summarizing the learning from this interactive session.


	PARTICIPANTS

Participant 1
Full Name: Dr. Laura Schmitt Olabisi
Organisation: Michigan State University
Bio: Dr. Laura Schmitt Olabisi is a Professor in the Department of Community Sustainability at Michigan State University. She is a participatory systems modeler, and has worked in communities in Southeast Asia, West Africa, and the United States on a range of WEFE nexus issues.



Participant 1 Contribution: 
Dr. Schmitt Olabisi is a co-PI on the SustainFood grant. She will co-lead the session.

Participant 2
Full Name: Dr. Ellen Kayendeke
Organisation: Makerere University
Bio:  Dr. Ellen Kayendeke is a lecturer at the department of Environmental Management, Makerere University. Her current research interests are in modelling the linkages between water, energy, and food systems.



Participant 2 Contribution: 
Dr. Ellen Kayendeke will co-lead this session, speaking about her experience in hosting and leading a Collaborative Learning School in Uganda.

Participant 2
Full Name: Dr. Folake Adelakun
Organisation: University of Ibadan
Bio: Dr. Folake Adelakun is a Lecturer at the Department of Agricultural Extension and Rural Development University of Ibadan. Her research interests are in rural development, household management and youth related issues. 


Participant 2 Contribution: 
Dr. Folake Adelakun will co-lead this session, speaking about her experience in hosting and leading a Collaborative Learning School in Nigeria.






