	Creating a space for indigenous Sahariya youth to improve access to safe water in rural Rajasthan, India

	Background Globally indigenous communities, such as the Sahariya community in rural Rajasthan, face deprivation and discrimination with regard to accessing safe water. In India, the extreme marginalisation of indigenous communities is a major concern, and population increase and climate change are putting greater pressure on scarce resources, providing further challenges for them. 

Methods This study used participatory action research with the aim of creating a space for youth from the Sahariya community. The participatory videos were co-created to share their innovative ideas, expert knowledge, and experiences relating to improve access to safe water. In total 48 youth, women and men, from three villages, participated in the project. The villages, located in the Baran district of Rajasthan, were selected on the basis of acute water deficiency. The stories and opinions of Sahariya youth formed an activist film. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Results The Sahariya community were proactive in participating collectively in the social space of the research. Key messages emerged that challenged government and high caste communities to move away from discriminatory practices. The village upper castes enjoy most of the benefits from government schemes. Mechanisms for equitable and just access to water are missing. Over-extraction and drought, as a result of climate change, have added to the problems of water scarcity and conflict. The current policy paradigm is that everything will be taken care of by the government, but this is an illusion. The Sahariya have formed a village level association to mobilize around land, water and forest. Sahariya women are responsible for fetching water, and as a result they suffer the most. Therefore, women were especially motivated to improve access to safe water. The community plans to use the activist film produced for advocacy and fundraising purposes to create their own water resources. 

Discussion This research provides recognition of indigenous Sahariya traditional knowledge and rights. It highlights Sahariya valuing of the power and supremacy of nature. The Sahariya are victims of colonisation and capitalism, which has led to degradation of their natural and social conditions. Their traditions celebrate ecological balance and perceive this as a way of dealing with local issues including those associated with climate change.  
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