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[bookmark: _Hlk191548701]This paper will draw on a new research project that uses storytelling and narrative techniques to disentangle the conceptualisation and political implications of Loss and Damage (L&D) and reparations. These concepts are rising in importance in climate politics but whilst L&D has become part of the official UNFCCC process, reparations has been excluded. This is because L&D is a specific and bounded climate concept, whilst reparations claims hold broader historical implications that many states are eager to avoid. However, the obvious entanglement of the two creates a space of contestation that this project identifies as a key moment in the narration of climate un/futures. 
The Pacific is an important site for understanding and exploring these ideas. Pacific actors have been central in pushing the L&D conversation, and they also use the concept in a way that draws on reparations narratives, as part of ongoing efforts to contextualise climate change alongside other forms of colonial violence, in particular nuclear testing and ruinous extractivism (Maurer 2024; Teaiwa 2014). This project builds on work that explores different socio-climatic imaginaries, viewing climate politics as a site of contested futures (Death 2022). This work identifies how dominant climate politics reproduces coloniality, and finds alternative futures in the counternarratives and storytelling of places that have already experience the ending of their worlds, and have a history of anticolonial resistance (Mitchell and Chaudhury 2020; Maurer 2024). This is important in the Pacific as its islands are usually assumed to be doomed to uninhabitability (Weatherill 2023) whereas both L&D and reparations are concepts which suggest a future of survival and change.
Objectives

This research project will address the following research questions: 
RQ1 – How did the concepts of L&D and reparations develop through climate politics?
RQ2 – How do these concepts frame Pacific climate futures?  
RQ3 - What futures are narrated in Pacific engagement with L&D and reparations?
Methodology

My methodology will build on my ‘vulnerable research’ approach which seeks to decolonise and decarbonise research (Weatherill 2025). This approach weaves together literature on decolonial Pacific research methods (Farbotko et al. 2023; Stratford et al. 2023; McDonnell and Regenvanu 2022); decarbonising research methods (Katz-Rosene and Pasek 2024; Thierry et al. 2023; Urai and Kelly 2023), and a feminist reflexive approach (Page 2017; Ahmed 2017; Boer Cueva et al. 2023).  
Findings

By the conference, I will be able to present some initial findings on RQ1, as well as discussing the project and its aims. 
Significance of the work for policy and practice 

Current debates about L&D are troubled by issues of 1) attribution 2) quantification of loss 2) lack of data (IPCC WGII 2023, 2047). These issues are caused by the strict maintenance of the boundary between climate and non-climate realities. However, reparations as a concept is able to trouble this boundary, making the argument that both climate change and the world as it is are products of historical and ongoing coloniality (Perry 2023; Táíwò 2022). This project therefore understands the ongoing struggle over the meaning of climate politics and climate futures and a tension between the urgent need for climate-affected states to achieve diplomatic goals, and deeper justice imperatives. 
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