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Beyond the Waves – Navigating Pacific peoples intersectional lived experiences within climate change spaces.


	
Introduction:

Pacific peoples have long been at the forefront of climate change discussions, not just as those most impacted but as knowledge holders, leaders, and advocates for sustainable futures. However, mainstream climate spaces often fail to fully recognise the complexities of Pacific identities and the ways in which factors such as gender, sexuality, Indigeneity, and socio-political positioning shape our experiences and contributions. This panel seeks to center and amplify the voices of Pacific peoples navigating these spaces, highlighting the importance of intersectionality in climate justice and the acceleration of climate adaptation.

Through rich storytelling, critical reflections, and discussions on allyship, panelists will explore how Pacific peoples challenge dominant climate narratives, resist colonial frameworks, and assert their lived realities in advocacy, policy, and research. The conversation will examine the structural barriers that limit full participation and explore how Pacific perspectives, rooted in relationality, collective care, and ancestral knowledge, can transform climate action and policy.

By bringing together diverse Pacific voices, this panel contributes to new understandings of climate justice that acknowledge the interconnectedness of identity, power, and place. It offers insights into how decolonial and intersectional approaches can create more inclusive, effective climate strategies that reflect the lived realities of Pacific communities. More than just a conversation, this panel is a call to action, urging climate spaces to move beyond tokenism and toward genuine engagement with Pacific peoples in all their complexity.



	INDIVIDUAL PANELLIST CONTRIBUTION

Moderator Details
Full Name: Josiah Tualamali’i
Organisation: Tangata Atumotu Trust
Bio sketch: Josiah is a Children's Commissioner, wellbeing governance professional,  and postgraduate history student. He brings frontline youth advocacy experience to his role through a range of health, leadership and young people’s networks. Outside of his community advocacy mahi, he was a panel member of the Government Inquiry into Mental Health and Addiction which co-wrote He Ara Oranga (2018). His work as part of PYLAT led to his appointment on the advisory group for the Ministry of Education's Civics and Citizenship Education Teaching and Learning Guide (2020). Josiah co-led younger Pacific communities support of the Polynesian Panthers Party Legacy Trust call for the Dawn Raids apology. He serves as co-chair of Pacific wellbeing organisation Le Va, and is also a director of Te Pou and trustee of Rātā Foundation.


Panellist 1

Full Name: Dr MahMah Timoteo
Organisation: University of Canterbury
Bio: Dr MahMah Timoteo is a Cook Island multidisciplinary teacher, Pacific student advisor, and researcher with a PhD in Anthropology from the University of Canterbury.

Panellist 1 Contribution: 
MahMah’s doctoral research explored the lived experiences of Pacific peoples navigating climate change spaces in Aotearoa. The key findings indicated that Pacific peoples and their community’s experiences of climate change spaces and discussions within Aotearoa New Zealand are dynamic, multifaceted, and complex. The talanoa sessions revealed that some Pacific peoples face various forms of discrimination and challenges within these spaces, with varying degrees of hardships brought about by oppressive systems and institutions upheld within Aotearoa New Zealand, which in turn negatively impacts their current livelihoods and futures. Informed by the lived experiences and perspectives shared by the participants involved, this research emphasises the imperative need for Pacific voices to be centred and amplified within climate change spaces and discussion. This speaks to the theme of this panel

Panellist 2

Full Name: Dr Helena Cook 
Organisation: University of Canterbury 
Bio: Dr Helena Cook is a Samoan/Irish lecturer in the Faculty of Education at University of Canterbury. She holds a PhD in politics from University of Exeter and identifies as Tangata Tiriti.

Panellist 2 Contribution: 

Helena's broad areas of research focus on identity, political engagement and participation, and uplifting the voices of rangatahi/youth in Aotearoa. She authored the first piece of research on Pacific people and politics in New Zealand and she is currently the Chair of the New Zealand Political Studies Associations Civics, Citizenship, and Political Literacy working group. She is the programme coordinator for the Bachelor of Youth and Community Leadership at UC. One of her key interests is the ways that young Pacific people understand and engage with politics in Aotearoa, and much of her recent work has been focused around supporting Pacific young people to explore what leadership, citizenship, and community mean to them. Her teaching and research are informed by decolonising methodologies and interrogate the intersectionality of race, gender, sexuality and class.

Panellist 3
Full Name: Nina Oberg Humphries
Organisation: Tagata Moana Trust 
Bio:Nina Oberg Humphries is a New Zealand multimedia artist and Pacific arts advocate and multimedia artist of Cook Islands descent. She graduated from Ilam School of Fine Arts at the University of Canterbury in 2015. 

Panellist 3 Contribution: 

Oberg Humphries co-founded Fibre Gallery in Christchurch, a space for Pacific artists and the first gallery of its kind in the South Island, a place where Pacific peoples can learn about their heritage and their cultures. Fibre Gallery was established by Oberg Humphires because there were no platforms for Pacific artists to have opportunities, and there are not many Pacific art being displayed in Christchurch.

She is also a deputy chair for SCAPE Public Art board, an organisation that installs public art across Christchurch, as a voice for the Pacific community. Oberg Humphries is a director and co-founder of Tagata Moana Trust, a not-for-profit organisation committed to advocating for and empowering Pacific peoples through community resources, events and policies to highlight and strengthen the visibility and identity of Pacific people in New Zealand. In 2023, Oberg Humphries was awarded Kiwi Bank New Zealander of the Year Awards, Local Hero for her services to Pacific Arts in South Island, New Zealand.

In 2023, students from Te Aratai College, Linwood in Ōtautahi Christchurch worked with researchers from the University of Canterbury and collaborators Nina Oberg Humphries of Tagata Moana Trust with support from Tangata Atumotu Trust to develop a cultural-strengths based approach to climate leadership to address local flooding in the Linwood area.
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