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	Health promoting objectives

Empowering Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal secondary students to make positive choices to prevent substance use and related harms. And to assist high school teachers to deliver health promotion content.

Synopsis of the scenario

Strong & Deadly Futures is the first computerised school-based drug-prevention program in Australia that is culturally inclusive for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander secondary students. The program is developed by researchers at the Centre for Research Excellence in Mental Health and Substance use at the National Drug and Alcohol Research Centre (National Drug and Alcohol Research Centre; UNSW Sydney) in collaboration with Gilimbaa (an Indigenous creative agency) and secondary school students, funded by the Australian Government Department of Health. 

Strong & Deadly Futures combines an illustrated story-line with classroom activities. Key messages are shared via peer-led education through the characters in the storyline and sharing between students during classroom activities. The program is developed in close collaboration with high school students and teachers and aligns with the Australian Curriculum for Health and Physical Education in Year 7. The program is also based on the most recent evidence of what works in drug education for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, as well as mainstream populations. 

The illustrated storyline follows 5 core characters in year 7, aged 13 years old. One of the characters just arrives at the new school halfway through the year, but becomes friends with the other 4. There is also a love story weaving through the storyline. The program will consist of 6 episodes, consisting of 50 illustrations per episode (300 illustrations total). 

Intended audience

Teachers, youth workers, Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal youth, anyone working with young people to prevent substance use and related harms. 

Duration and intended use

This technology is developed to be delivered in secondary health and physical education classes in schools around Australia. It contains six lessons of roughly an hour. It combines an illustrated, online-delivered storyline with interactive classroom activities. 



