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A global practitioner-led survey of leading coastal adaptation practices 

	Introduction 
Many of the most significant challenges in achieving lasting real-world coastal adaptation outcomes lie in the pragmatic realities of planning, implementation and monitoring. Local adaptation responses by practitioners are tailored to their local socio-economic and environmental contexts, yet the form and function of local solutions contain similarities between regions and localities with vastly different circumstances (Boyle et. al. 2022). However there are limited opportunities for practitioners to share practical knowledge to support local solutions.
While some attempts are being made to understand the range and scope of adaptation activity locally and globally (Berrang-Ford et. al. 2021), there has not previously been a global survey of practitioners to compile and share experiences and examples of leading practices in coastal adaptation.
The Practitioner Exchange for Effective Response to Sea level rise (PEERS) is a practitioner-led global community of practice working to address the risks of sea level rise and related coastal hazards. This global collaborative works to solve complex problems to meet the needs of vulnerable coastal communities today and in the future. The network, which emerged out of practitioner workshops from the World Climate Change Research Programme in 2022, was formally launched at the Adaptation Futures conference in 2023 and currently has nearly 600 members across 60 countries. 
Objectives
PEERS initiated a survey of coastal adaptation practitioners with the aim of developing an integrated understanding of how coastal communities globally are innovatively responding to coastal hazards and sea level rise. The survey aims to demonstrate local insights into the successful application of different practices, and considerations for how approaches can be applied more widely to advance practical adaptation efforts. 
Methodology
Information was gathered from coastal adaptation and resilience practitioners using interviews, workshops and surveys. Research was undertaken in late 2024 across Southeast Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean, North America, Oceania, Pacific Islands, Mediterranean and Northern Europe. Nearly 200 practitioners were surveyed during the research. Data was collected regionally, and reported in regional summaries which were combined and synthesized into a global report.
Findings
A wide range of practices are documented in each region, demonstrating differences and similarities in how coastal communities globally are addressing key adaptation challenges. Leading practices and case studies for different regions are described, explaining local contexts including governance, funding, indigenous partnerships, planning, implementation and monitoring. Cross-cutting issues and principles for successful practice are also described.
Significance of the work for policy and practice
The research helps identify approaches that can be applied in other regions and the contextual factors that require consideration to achieve local outcomes. The report includes recommendations for ways that local and national government entities can best support coastal adaptation planning. Being designed and led by practitioners helps ensure that the work is grounded in the real-world needs of municipal and provincial planners and that the information produced is relevant and usable.
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