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Introduction	
Vulnerability to climate change is exacerbated by marginalization and inequities linked to gender inequality, colonialism, and other structures of inequity (IPCC, 2022). People who are most vulnerable to climate change in a given context are most often those who are marginalized by intersecting structures of inequity. Intersectionality recognizes that we are all located within interconnected structures of inequity such as racism, ableism, ageism, and gender inequality that produce both privilege and disadvantage (Crenshaw, 1989). 

Interest in intersectionality is growing because it can enable more accurate understandings of the complex reality of social life, facilitating more effective and efficient policy responses (Christoffersen, 2024).  Despite the recognition that an intersectional approach is needed if adaptation is to be just and yield equitable outcomes, there remain many questions regarding its application in policy and in practice. 

Recognizing that climate risk assessments (CRAs) are the foundation for climate change adaptation, they constitute a key entry point for applying an intersectional approach.  There is considerable experience in conducting CRAs within sectors, as well as at the local level and with participatory approaches, however we have yet to identify an example where risks and vulnerabilities have been analyzed using a truly intersectional approach.

This paper presentation will share a framework for intersectional CRAs to identify adaptation options that centre those who experience intersecting inequities.

Methodology
The analysis is drawing from a knowledge co-production process initiated in 2023. We first convened a knowledge co-production workshop, which brought together a group of advocates, researchers, and practitioners to do a deep dive on intersectional approaches to climate change adaptation. Building on these insights, we will bring together experts in intersectionality, adaptation, and climate risk assessment to co-develop a framework for intersectional CRAs. 

Findings
One of the main takeaways from the first knowledge co-production workshop was that intersectional approaches to adaptation share features that are synonymous with good adaptation practice, including local leadership, participatory processes, and combining scientific information with Indigenous and traditional knowledge for decision making. However, there was also agreement that adopting an intersectional approach requires more than the typical good practices developed by the adaptation community over the last two decades. Together, we identified a set of working principles that we feel are important for advancing intersectional approaches in adaptation policy and practice (Dazé and Christoffersen, forthcoming). At the time of submission, our analysis is still underway. We expect this presentation to be able to share how we propose to apply these principles to assess climate risks through an intersectional approach.

Significance of the work for policy and practice 
Going forward, the framework and guidance for intersectional CRAs will be tested in a real-world setting through case studies in Nepal and South Africa. 
This work responds to increasing interest in intersectional approaches in climate action, generating evidence-based recommendations for adaptation practitioners and policymakers to improve the integration of intersectional approaches in relevant processes and policies.  
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