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	Introduction
The translation of adaptation policy to action has received significant scholarly attention, uncovering an array of barriers to innovation particularly in coastal communities1,2. Innovation is necessary to address the significant social, environmental and cultural impacts of climate change3–5, yet the impact of innovative policy on community adaptation intentions and wellbeing are largely unknown 6–9.  Addressing this knowledge gap is vital to create meaningful policies that reduce vulnerability and build resilience to climate risks10–12. 
This research seeks to fill this knowledge gap via a partnership with an Australian local government authority (LGA) leading an innovative local resilience planning (LRP) program. Innovation was driven by policy failure, in particular, community rejection of planned retreat as a policy response. The LRP program involves a commitment between community members and the LGA on private and public adaptation investment. Drawing on participating community member experiences, we analyse the impact of engaging in the local resilience building program on perceptions of resilience, adaptation intention and wellbeing.  
 
Objectives 
To understand the impact of novel policy responses to climate change and disasters on community resilience and wellbeing.  
 
Methodology 
Through an interpretive paradigm and qualitative research methods, the research team asked: In what ways does a novel and emerging policy response to climate risk influence householder perceptions of resilience, adaptation intention, and community wellbeing. The research sought to answer this question through semi-structured interviews (~20) with householders participating in the LRP program, those within target communities not engaged in the program, and coastal managers leading the initiative.  
 
Findings 
At the time of abstract submission data collection is ongoing. Key findings will be incorporated in June 2025 and detail the impact of engagement in the LRP program on community perceptions of resilience, adaptation intentions and wellbeing, challenges to engagement, and transferability to other contexts.  
 
Significance of the work for policy and practice  
This research will generate new knowledge that will shape implementation of local resilience planning within Australia; furthermore, lessons regarding policy impact have relevance in all contexts where coastal managers grapple with the challenge of implementing innovative policy response to climate risks. This case example will demonstrate the impact of early engagement of community in challenging discussions around risk exposure, adaptation investment, and short and long-term trade-offs. Crucial knowledge for coastal managers seeking to extend beyond business-as-usual coastal adaptation planning and management. The research also contributes to a dearth of literature on impacts of policy choice on equity, health and community wellbeing at the intersection of climate change adaptation and disaster risk reduction research. 
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