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Introduction
India’s climate adaptation policies have yet to fully integrate disability-inclusive resilience, particularly in two critical areas: service animal access in disaster shelters and accessible evacuation infrastructure. While designated shelters exist, unavailable public transport and blocked evacuation routes make them functionally inaccessible to persons with disabilities (PwDs). Furthermore, the absence of clear liability provisions for service animals results in arbitrary restrictions, forcing PwDs to choose between mobility and safety. In contrast, New Zealand has begun codifying disability access into its climate adaptation framework. This study examines India’s policy gaps and proposes a structured legal pathway for inclusive climate resilience.

Objectives
To analyze India’s legal gaps in disability-inclusive climate resilience.

To assess New Zealand’s evolving legal approach to service animal inclusion and disaster accessibility.

To propose a legally enforceable framework for India that integrates disability rights into environmental law.

Methodology
This study employs a comparative legal analysis, drawing from:
· Legislative frameworks (India’s Disaster Management Act, Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, and New Zealand’s Climate Adaptation Act).
· Empirical disaster studies (Cyclone Fani 2019, Christchurch Earthquake 2010).
· Case law and policy assessments to evaluate accessibility enforcement mechanisms.
Findings
Service Animal Protection Requires Legal Codification –
· India’s laws lack a definitive classification of service animals, leading to inconsistent shelter access and no state-backed veterinary care.
· Solution: Introduce a dual-tier liability model, where medically verified service animals receive full legal recognition, ensuring shelter access and state-supported care, while non-essential animals can be temporarily placed under state custody with guaranteed rehabilitation options.
Disaster Shelters Must Be Logistically Accessible, Not Just Theoretically Available –
· Evacuation routes remain blocked due to non-adaptive public transport, effectively nullifying the existence of shelters.
· Solution: A Priority Climate Evacuation Network (PCEN), which mandates disability-adaptive transport corridors, ensuring PwDs have pre-designated, accessible routes linked directly to climate shelters—integrating emergency mobility planning into urban infrastructure.
Aligning Disability and Environmental Governance –
· Existing agencies work in silos, leading to reactive responses instead of structured planning.
· Solution: Establish a Climate Disability Resilience Unit (CDRU) under the Ministry of Environment, ensuring direct coordination between disaster management, transport, and disability rights bodies, creating a proactive, enforceable framework for inclusive resilience.
Significance of the work for policy and practice 
This study reinforces the legal integration of disability-inclusive climate resilience into national policies, aligning with global environmental and human rights mandates. The proposed Priority Climate Evacuation Network (PCEN) and Climate Disability Resilience Unit (CDRU) offer replicable models for international frameworks.
Alignment with Key Frameworks:
· UNEP-WASP: Contributes evidence-based legal frameworks for disability-inclusive evacuation.
· IUCN: Bridges biodiversity conservation and disability rights through a dual-tier liability model for service animals.
· UNESCO: Supports inclusive urban planning for climate resilience.
· UNEP: Aligns with GEO-6’s call for integrating human rights into environmental policy via the CDRU.
Broader Implications:
These legal interventions provide scalable models for Global South nations, ensuring the differently-abled are recognized as key stakeholders in climate governance. This study advocates for a paradigm shift in global policy, emphasizing equity, justice, and inclusion.





