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	Introduction
Climate change intensifies extreme weather events, disproportionately affecting marginalized populations. People experiencing homelessness (PEH) are vulnerable to extreme weather conditions due to the exposure of being unsheltered, stigmatization, poverty, and other forms of marginalization. My study explores extreme weather response and homeless governance in Regina, Saskatchewan. A homelessness crisis exists in Regina, where the rate of homelessness has increased by 255% from 2015 to 2024. Extreme weather conditions are particularly dangerous for PEH in Regina, where both extreme heat and extreme cold are happening on a more frequent basis. Additionally, the issue of homelessness in Regina is tied to settler colonialism, as 75% of the homeless population is Indigenous. As stakeholders involved in homeless support and extreme weather response have explained the urgency of dealing with the dual crises, a transformative response must be conceptualized, where the crises of homelessness and climate change can be meaningfully addressed at the root.

Objectives
I conducted a case study in Regina, Saskatchewan, exploring current forms of support available for PEH, the challenges faced in reducing risk, and potential avenues for transformative adaptation that can align with reducing the root causes of vulnerability. Potential transformative responses are highlighted to amplify the potential of supporting PEH meaningfully. 

Methodology
I conducted 22 semi-structured interviews with government authorities, health authorities, housing service providers, outreach workers, and grassroots advocates who are involved in supporting PEH in general and during extreme weather events. I utilized NVivo to code interview transcripts and followed the critical realist meta-theory in analyzing data and developing themes.

Findings
While many current services and efforts have not been transformative, transformative efforts within the city do exist. Participants shared existing transformative practices and pointed to possible transformative paths that could reduce disaster risk, such as educational programs on decolonial frameworks of harm reduction and extreme weather response, alternative transportation programs to address the issue of mobility, climate resilient spaces that are communal and barrier-free, and coalition building efforts that address the interconnected issue of climate change, homelessness, class inequality, and decolonization.

Significance of the work for policy and practice 
While the urgency of addressing climate change is understood by many, we must not forget that PEH are one of the most affected by extreme weather events, and that just adaptation requires us to support first and foremost marginalized communities. The concept of transformative adaptation is applied to this case study because the issue of homelessness and extreme weather events is exacerbated by the status quo, which means that responses must challenge existing oppressive systems. Transformative practices exist, and this work amplifies them.





