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[bookmark: _GoBack]The Pacific region faces a huge burden from Non-Communicable Diseases with some of the highest rates of cardiovascular disease and diabetes in the region and Tonga is at the forefront in its efforts to address this enormous challenge.
Tonga has established a Health Promotion Foundation which coordinates the ‘Hala Fononga’ the National Strategy for the Prevention and Control of Non-Communicable Disease 2015-2020.
TongaHealth works alongside its government and non-government partners to deliver the most effective strategies to reduce the burden of disease in Tonga and meet its obligations under the Sustainable Development Goals and work within the original vision of the ‘Healthy Island’ framework.
The key challenge is achieving evidence based best practice in a ‘resource challenged’ environment.
This presentation will provide diverse case studies illustrating how we work towards best practice from policy and legislative strategies to community interventions, including;
· taxation as a mechanism for change
· national campaigns as a tool for changing behaviour
· multi agency sustainable agriculture, livestock and Sustainable Management Areas (SMAs) in the marine environment, and
· health promotion and screening in the workplace.
TongaHealth’s Monitoring and Evaluation Framework will be outlined and an assessment of the first half of the implementation of the NCD Strategy will be presented.



