
	Wānanga/Talanoa/Dialogue or Workshop
Unlocking the potential of research networks to increase locally place-embedded and just adaptation


	
The Urban Climate Change Research Network (UCCRN) is a global consortium of over 2,000 scientists, scholars and practitioners from over 150 cities. Its mission is to provide the knowledge that enables cities and their metropolitan regions to lead on climate change mitigation and adaptation with a focus on action, equity and sustainable development.

Despite extensive efforts, for example, manifested in flagship publications such as the Assessment Report on Climate Change and Cities (ARC3), now in its 3rd edition, the vast knowledge and research produced often stay within local hubs, and within academic circles. Even with outreach activities, such as local engagement through one of the Network’s many Hubs and Nodes, or educational activities such as the Urban Design Climate Workshops, UCCRN is still struggling with reaching and making the accumulated knowledge and information accessible and inspiring for local communities and the public, and therefore impactful in terms of enabling change.

[bookmark: _Int_WoZ3kdrP]One example of attempting to bridge that knowledge gap, is the Klimatorium. With a vision to unite global efforts on urban climate change adaptation, Klimatorium is a non-profit organisation that promotes cross-border connections and strengthens collaboration across diverse fields to address and act on climate change.; It is a unique model for public engagement, that brings together Indigenous peoples and diverse stakeholders from academia, practice and industry, government, and the general public to discuss climate action in partnership models. Originating in Denmark and partnered with Wakatū, a sister organisation in Aotearoa New Zealand. The Klimatorium is now part of the UCCRN Nordic Node, working to connect research with local people and stakeholders outside the major cities. 

This session brings together academics and practitioners of various UCCRN Hubs including Oceania, South Asia, and North America, and the Nordic Node with the Klimatorium and their partners Wakatū, along with Indigenous experts in Aotearoa who are knowledgeable about climate adaptation and justice.

This session will explore how to:
· Be aware of climate justice issues for different groups of people in the context of climate-adaptation research.
· Understand the value of Indigenous or local knowledges as drivers of projects and research alongside Western scientific systems.
· Create inclusive dialogues around useful research related to aims, outputs, and impacts.
· Empower communities to use research knowledge in decision-making.
· Establish Klimatorium-like networks to make global research accessible, available and locally relevant. 



	PARTICIPANTS

Participant 1
Full Name: Sarah Lund
Organisation: Klimatorium
Bio: Director of international relations and sustainability initiatives at Klimatorium, Denmark. EU Climate Pact Ambassador, professional committee of Danish Network for Climate Adaptation. 

Participant 2
Full Name: Miriana Stephens (Ngāti Rārua, Ngāiterangi and Ngāti Ranginui)
Organisation: Wakatū (Climatorium)
Bio: Miriana belongs to the tribal groups of Ngāti Rārua, Ngāi Te Rangi and Ngāti Ranginui. She is currently a director for Wakatū Incorporation (Wakatū), and they are guided by their 500-year intergenerational vision, Te Pae Tawhiti which is focussed on the wellbeing of whenua (land), tangata (people) and rawa (collective prosperity).

Participant 3
Full Name: Martin Lehmann
Organisation: Aalborg University (AAU) and UCCRN Nordic Node
Bio: Associate professor at Aalborg University, Denmark. Specialised within sustainable development, climate change mitigation and adaptation, smarter cities, circular economy, and sustainable innovation systems. Co-founder of KlimaLab, the UCCRN Nordic Node, and programme director of the Master of Science in Cities & Sustainability at Aalborg University.

Participant 4
Full Name: Maibritt Pedersen Zari
Organisation: Auckland University of Technology (AUT) and UCCRN Oceania Hub
Bio: Associate Professor Pedersen Zari, based at AUT’s School of Future Environments, researches urban nature-based solutions, regenerative climate adaptation, and design for biodiversity in Aotearoa and Moananui Oceania. She leads NUWAO (Nature-based Urban Design for Wellbeing and Adaptation in Oceania), founded the Regenerative Ecologies Design Lab (REDLab), and represents Aotearoa in the UCCRN Austrasia-Oceania Hub.

Participant 5
Full Name: Minal Pathak
Organisation: Ahmedabad University and UCCRN South Asia Hub
Bio: Associate Professor at the Global Centre for Environment and Energy. She was a Senior Scientist with the TSU of Working Group III of the IPCC from 2017-23. She has contributed to two IPCC Special Reports – ‘Global Warming of 1.5°C’ and ‘Climate Change and Land’, co-edited IPCCs Sixth Assessment Report, contributed to IPCC’s 
Synthesis report 2023, and contributed to other global assessments such as the UNEP Emissions Gap Report 2023.


Participant 6
Full Name: Franco Montalto
Organisation: Drexel University and UCCRN North America Hub
Bio: Professor at Drexel University, where he directs the Sustainable Water Resource Engineering Lab. He is the Founder and President of eDesign Dynamics LLC, an environmental consulting firm based in New York City, with an international portfolio of projects.

Participant 7
Full Name: Amanda Yates (Te Arawa, Te Aitanga a Mahaaki, Rongowhakaata)
Organisation: Auckland University of Technology (AUT) 
Bio: Associate Professor Yates, Architecture Director at AUT’s School of Future Environments, is director of He Puna-Ora, was programme leader (urban wellbeing research) of New Zealand’s Building Better Homes, Towns and Cities (2017-2024) and co-develops urban transition tools with iwi, NGOs, and councils. Her work focuses on ecological regeneration, renewable energy, circular bio-economies, and regenerative design.






