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Background/Objectives
What image is conjured when you hear the word ‘Granny’? A gentle older lady perhaps with a knitted shawl and rimless glasses? For many Aboriginal people, the image is of a child. Because ‘granny’ is Aboriginal English for ‘grandchild’. As an example of Aboriginal English, ‘granny’ is relatively recent yet its broad use by Aboriginal grandparents in various parts of the country speaks uniquely of shared customised language.
Since 2005, the Gudaga Studies have collected data on a range of health measures of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children in south western Sydney that impact on the child’s healthy growth and development. The use of these measures interprets Aboriginal children in ways that removes the social from renderings of the child’s development. Kinship and the complexities of community dynamics are critical understanding to bring into the medical frames the network of supports for positive health outcomes for Aboriginal children to adulthood. 
The purpose of The Grannies Project seeks to critically train child development toward a specifically-located Aboriginal care perspective to better share learnings for greater community ownership and greater service policy impact.

Methods
Using an exploratory method, through engaging with how the child is understood from an Aboriginal perspective, this project will provide a forum and an opportunity for Grandmothers and aligned carers – allo-parents - to share their narratives, stories and knowledge of child and family development within their specific social and cultural context. 

Results
This research will supplement and support the current interpretations of the ‘Gudaga’ data by filling contextual gaps and shifting understanding of concepts such as ‘developmental vulnerability’, and their meanings in relation to Aboriginal definitions of wellbeing, as well as offering an alternative narrative for considering child development.

Discussion
The study will build a new framework for analysis of development, with new ways of considering parameters for assessing child and family development, vulnerabilities, strengths, and resources.
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