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Background/Objectives
Our team’s five-year programmatic research goal is to examine, through stories, how Indigenous knowledge systems - as applied to intersectoral partnerships for renewable energy projects - have the potential to lead us towards more ‘healthful environments’ through reconciling and healing our relations with each other as well as the land, air, and water around us. Indeed, our research program’s point of departure is the notion that renewable energy initiatives have the potential to be a platform for healing – but only if truth and reconciliation are at the heart of decision making and implementation. As we work with Indigenous communities to realize this goal, our aim for this presentation is to share where we are at in our co-learning journey, with the longer-term goal of identifying new and restored understandings of how our relationships to energy systems have the potential to contribute towards achieving health and wellbeing.

Methods
[bookmark: _GoBack]We employ a community-based participatory research methodology, implementing Indigenous and Western knowledge systems, and privileging culturally-relevant gender-based analyses, resulting in a variety of site-specific methods relevant to local contexts. Our program and our projects actively engage in shared decision-making, co-learning, dialogue, and praxis through iterative processes, and in so doing our knowledge-to-action approach provides relevant and meaningful benefits for all partners. 

Results
We will present formative reflections on our co-learning journey across A SHARED Future’s program and its multiple projects.

Discussion
The defining issue of our time is anthropogenic climate change. Of all the extractive natural resource industries, non-renewable energy development and the combustion of fossil fuels are causing the most significant and irreversible climatic impacts. Indigenous peoples are often the first to witness and experience significant and direct and indirect impacts of such extraction and development in their traditional territories. 

While the link between ‘healthy lands’ and ‘healthy people’ is only coming to light in the dominant discourse of western science, this knowledge has been understood, embodied, and taught in Indigenous contexts across the country for hundreds of generations. As such, Indigenous peoples are positioned to take on leadership roles towards increasing our mitigative and adaptive capacities to climate change through renewable energy initiatives.
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