	Knowledge Café
Addressing the gap: Prioritising Needs of Pacific Island Countries and Territories for Climate and Impact Projection Tools 

	
We propose a Knowledge Café to list and prioritize Pacific-specific needs in developing climate change and climate change impact projection tools tailored for the Pacific region. 

The organizers
The organizers are hosts and partners of the Asia-Pacific Climate Change Adaptation Information Platform (AP-PLAT): Center for Climate Change Adaptation (CCCA) at the National Institute for Environmental Studies (NIES), Japan, Pacific Climate Change Centre (PCCC) at SPREP, and Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO), Australia. AP-PLAT’s mission is to provide open-access, user-friendly scientific information and support climate-resilient development in the Asia-Pacific region. Its most popular tool is ClimoCast, which provides climate projections for different socioeconomic scenarios and climate models to the district level on a map, chart, and as downloadable data. Another powerful tool is Climate Impact Viewer, which maps climate change impacts from a range of sectors, as reported by various research projects. 

Objective
While AP-PLAT’s existing tools offer downscaled data, the current resolution is too coarse to be meaningful on small islands. Given high demands for usable downscaled data in the Pacific, AP-PLAT, PCCC and CSIRO aim to gather insights and feedback to guide the development of a tool catered to the Pacific region. The ultimate objective of the session is to generate a prioritized wish-list of features for such a tool that reflects the needs of its intended users.

Intended participants
We welcome participation from all stakeholders of the Pacific, including policymakers, researchers, practitioners, and concerned individuals. 

Session Format
The session will open by familiarizing participants with the existing tools, hold breakout discussions for brainstorming feedback and inputs, and conclude with a synthesis of the breakout sessions.
1. Welcome 
· Overview of the session and objectives.
· Self-introductions by participants

2. Introduction to existing tools and context 
· Introduction of AP-PLAT, ClimoCast and Impact Viewer
· Introduction of CSIRO and the implications of climate projections
· Introduction of the PCCC and the importance of tailoring the ClimoCast to the needs of Pacific Island Countries and Territories

3. Breakout Group Discussions 
· Participants will be divided into small groups.
· Each group will have a large piece of paper, sticky notes and pens. 
· Each group will appoint a rapporteur to report back to the plenary.
· Discussions will focus on identifying gaps in existing tools and envisioning ideal features for a Pacific-focused tool.
· Key discussion points:
1. Feedback to existing AP-PLAT tools: General comments, and applicability to the Pacific context)
2. Wishlist for the Pacific: Relevant context and desired feature

4. Synthesis and prioritization 
· Rapporteurs will present key takeaways from their groups 
· Individuals will provide feedback in the form of stickers and sticky notes 
· Reflections and prioritization in plenary 

5. Closing 
· Summary of key takeaways.
· Explanation of how the input will be used for further development.
· Invitation for ongoing engagement beyond the session.

Methods for Co-Creation
The session will employ various participatory methods to enhance co-creation:
· Brief and interactive Presentations: Participants will be encouraged to follow the presentations of existing tools on their own devices.
· Breakout Groups: The small-group discussion format will encourage deep dives into specific themes and cross-pollination of ideas.
· Non-verbal brainstorming: All participants will have the opportunity to provide their inputs on paper, in the form of sticky notes and stickers to express dis/agreement.
· Reflection & Prioritization: Participants will be given the opportunity to react and build on points raised that their breakout group may have overlooked.

Aims and Expected Outcomes
The session is designed to achieve the following objectives:
1. Assess the limitations of existing tools: Participants will experience the existing tools on AP-PLAT and identify their shortcomings.
2. Generate a priority list for a Pacific-focused tool: Participants will contribute insights on features and functionalities that would best serve their needs.
3. Gain contextual understanding: The wish list will be accompanied by justifications, such as of geographical or institutional contexts in the Pacific that necessitate the desired features.
4. Foster interdisciplinary collaboration: Bringing together diverse stakeholders will ensure the development of a well-rounded tool with relevance to a broad userbase.
5. Lay the foundation for further co-development: The session will serve as an initial step in an iterative co-creation process, with outcomes feeding into subsequent development phases.

Expected outcomes include:
· Feedback for existing tools.
· A refined and prioritized wish list of desired features and functionalities and their justification.
· Development of a potential, interested userbase of existing and planned tools.
Significance of the Event
The significance of this event is attached to the significance of the tool we aim to develop:
· Addressing a Regional Gap: While various climate projection tools exist, few fulfill the unique needs and contexts of the Pacific region.
· Enhancing Climate Resilience: Accurate, localized information is a prerequisite for adaptation action, as well as for accessing adaptation finance. A well-designed tool can support decision-making, vulnerability assessment, and adaptation planning.
· Develop Open-access Information: Downscaling climate data requires immense financial resources, expertise, and computational power. These resources are limited, especially in the Pacific. Our tools are publicly available, user-friendly, and we are prepared to develop the new tool to be accessible on a smartphone.
· Empowering Local Stakeholders: By engaging local actors in the design process, we ensure that our tools are user-friendly and relevant to on-the-ground realities.

Rationale for Format and Methods
The Knowledge Café format is ideal for this session because:
· It Encourages Open Dialogue: The informal and inclusive nature fosters free exchange of ideas.
· It Accommodates Diverse Perspectives: Participants from various backgrounds can contribute equally.
· It Facilitates Cross-Pollination: Insights from different groups are shared and refined collectively.
The participatory methods selected ensure that all voices are heard and that the session yields actionable insights. By incorporating facilitated brainstorming, synthesis and reflection, we maximize the depth and quality of the generated insights.

The proposed Knowledge Café is an opportunity to collaboratively envision and shape a climate change and impact projection tool for the Pacific region. By leveraging participatory methods, we aim to co-develop an open-access resource that is scientifically robust, user-friendly, and contextually relevant. The session will not only yield critical insights for tool development but also foster long-term collaboration among stakeholders committed to strengthening climate resilience in the Pacific.





