Advancing the debate about the role of HIA in enhancing governance for planetary health
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Traditionally Health impact Assessment (HIA) has been positioned as informing, but not making, decisions. However, we are increasingly seeing ‘outside the fence’ HIAs that challenge decision making and decision makers. This forum aims to lead a conversation about HIAs role as a governance support tool. During the session, the outline of an HIA governance and accountability model will be presented and then developed live (projected on a screen) in response to panellist and audience contributions. We will draw on two examples of boundary-pushing HIA approaches that directly address different aspects of accountable and inclusive governance. Each panellist will reflect on and respond to the other speakers’ contribution identifying links, differences and potential synergies (audience contributions are welcomed). This debate aims to challenge the audiences understanding of HIA as a global decision-making tool for promoting health.

The participants will:

· Gain an insight into the diversity of HIA implementation and its utility in building effective, accountable and inclusive governance;
· Be involved in developing a conceptual model describing the role of HIA as a governance support tool;
· Learn about potential spaces and approaches for HIA activity to influence inclusive and accountable governance.

