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	[bookmark: _Hlk191028722]
Climate change impacts on health are recognised as one of the major health challenges of the century  (Benevolenza & DeRigne, 2019; Tesfaye et al., 2025) and Pacific people are particularly impacted because of the  The short- and long-term health impacts need to be understood in the aftermath of the global COVID-19 pandemic (“COVID-19”). The intersection of climate change and COVID-19 is best understood by employing a holistic view of health cognisant of the intersecting mental, spiritual and social factors that impact health outcomes.  Pacific indigenous knowledge can contribute to the accelerated adaptation to climate and pandemic health consequences, alongside a multi-layered, systemic approach that integrates cross sector collaboration, and community engagement and education. 
Proposed Co-creation Session
Our proposed co-creation session presents work we completed as part of the Pacific Ocean and Climate Crisis Assessment research study (in press), an interdisciplinary, multi-Pacific collaborative study on the impacts of climate change responses and adaptation approaches. Our contribution to the study explored COVID-19, community health and mitigating climate crisis as applied to the Pacific.  The intersection between climate change and COVID-19, and how experiences of the pandemic contribute important knowledge to our responsivity and adaptation to the health consequences of climate change in the Pacific.  
Format
Our team of four, will present on each of the following topic areas:
· The science, and epidemiology of climate change with respect to the association and the relationship between climate change and COVID-19 pandemic
· A case study from Galoa, an island in Southern Fiji, highlighting the climate narratives of the people who live there.
· Indigenous health frameworks and responses
· Policy responses to the health and social implications of climate change 
Following the topic area presentations, the team will facilitate a Talanoa to engage       discussion.  

Methods Used for Co-Creation
[bookmark: _Hlk191207883]Connecting understandings gained from the COVID-19 health response, Pacific indigenous knowledge and practices, alongside other scientific knowledge provides Pacific people with the best opportunity to accelerate adaptation to climate and pandemic repercussions.  
Addressing climate change challenges requires a coordinated approach that considers both immediate and long-term health impacts and the elements needed to implement Pacific indigenous and culturally responsive strategies.
We will use a Talanoa approach to co-creation.  Talanoa is a traditional Pacific method of story sharing, information giving and conflict resolution.  The Talanoa process will be employed to engage participants in an open conversation that emphasises trust, the building of relationships, the sharing of experiences, and the generation of new ideas (Hautzinger, 2024; Vaioleti, 2020). 
Participants in the Talanoa will be invited to share their responses to the presentation and narrate their own experiences related to climate change, health and indigenous Pacific frameworks for addressing the impacts of climate change on health.  Following this initial round of storytelling, further dialogue can be facilitated by employing the following indicative facilitation questions (including but not limited to):
What do you see as Pacific indigenous led solutions to the health and social implications of climate change?
	Grass roots on the ground with people and families?
	Systemic change – policy, legislation, workload capacity, 
How, who and what can we mobilise to engage in action?
We will employ an inclusive approach by incorporating videoconferencing alongside Talanoa in the process. We will widely advertise and identify potential participants from the Pacific Islands and local NZ based Pacific Island community members. Each member who will be invited to participate in our Talanoa will be provided with the details of the event and their consent to be recorded will be obtained. Following this, and agreement to join the Talanoa, participants will be provided with an address where they can join online on the day of the Talanoa. One of us will be engaged to monitor the responses and comments from the online participants and make sure that the online participants are equally participating in the process. The process will be facilitated using a suitable videconferencing tool such as Microsoft Teams or Zoom or Google Meet and we will share the link to the Talanoa participants. In the room on the day of the conference and presentation, we will facilitate both those present in the room and those who would be present online. 
Aims and Expected Outcomes
Our purpose is to generate insights and raise awareness of health implications and Pacific health responses.  Besides, the Talanoa will empower participants to generate collective action via research, practice, knowledge development, collaborative knowledge sharing, and policy creation.
Significance of the Event
The event provides the opportunity to share recent research and to engage in inclusive Talanoa where the perspectives of participants, and in particular those from Pacific communities, can be heard.  The event is important because the Pacific is heavily affected by the health and social impacts of climate change.  Collective and creative action, inclusive of indigenous responses alongside scientific knowledge, is needed to accelerate our adaptation responses to climate change health impacts in the Pacific.
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	PARTICIPANTS

Participant 1
Full Name:  Yvonne Crichton-Hill
Organisation:
Bio:
Yvonne Crichton-Hill is a registered social worker and Associate Professor serving as the Director of the Social Work programme at the University of Canterbury, New Zealand. Yvonne’s ancestry is Samoan and Palagi. Her research focuses on culturally responsive social work practice, particularly within Pacific communities. She employs qualitative, intersectional indigenous methods to develop and inform Pacific knowledge, research, and practice in the areas of family violence, indigenous social work responses to health, and social work education and practice.  Yvonne has a background of social work practice in family violence work (women and children), and in work with Pacific families and communities and she is currently involved in serving a number of non-government Pacific and non-Pacific providers, and government organisations in governance and advisor capacities. Yvonne is passionate about enhancing the potential of Pacific people and working to make government, policy, and health and social sector activities more responsive to Pacific needs


Participant 1 Contribution: 
Climate change is likely to exacerbate social inequities as disadvantaged people are at higher risk of adverse effects and health impacts.  Thus, climate change will disproportionately impact communities with extant social inequities created by poverty, housing, unemployment, family violence, limited access to services and supports, and food and water insecurity (Alston, 2015; Bowen & Friel, 2015; Mezey, 2020). Additionally, people with disabilities, older persons, women, children, rural communities, migrants and refugees, and linguistically diverse communities, are likely to be more susceptible to the impacts of climate change (Bowen & Friel, 2015). 

The health and social impacts of climate change call for adaptation responses that are holistic in nature and that are society-wide; thus, policy responses in the Pacific need to merge local indigenous and scientific knowledge, address population preparedness, engage in a multi-sectorial approach; and have strategies in place to address the professional and community workforce needed to deliver holistic adaptation responses.

In my contribution I will present factors to be considered in how we actively and constructively work to promote change in policies and structures that are monocultural in nature to highlight indigenous Pacific innovations and leadership. The aim is to consider how we can equitably address and reduce health and social vulnerabilities to climate change in the Pacific small island states and in Pacific communities in the Pacific region.     

Alston, M. (2015). Social work, climate change and global cooperation. International Social Work, 58(3), 355-363. 
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Participant 2
Full Name: Arindam Basu
Organisation:
Bio:

Arindam Basu is an Associate Professor of Health Sciences at the University of Canterbury and is an Epidemiologist Medical Doctor (MBBS from University of Calcutta, Master of Public Health from East Stroudsburg University of Pennsylvania, PhD from Saint Louis University School of Public Health). He teaches Environmental Health at the University of Canterbury and was part of a research team that conducted a study on the social protection for Pacific Islander population in New Zealand; the research was funded by the New Zealand Health Research Council.


Participant 2 Contribution: 
COVID-19 is a viral infection caused due to infection with SARS-COV virus resulting in severe and acute respiratory symptoms; the first case was identified in Chinese city of Wuhan in December of 2019, and since then, millions of people have been infected all over the world, prompting the World Health Organisation to declare COVID-19 as a pandemic in March of 2020 [1]. As the disease was highly contagious (R0 about 2.5, meaning ten people could infect 25 others and spread the infection). In view of the fact that the disease spreads with human-human contact with an “uncertain” incubation period, is associated with risk of death, no vaccine or safe treatment being available, governments and the WHO recommended and enforced isolation of infected people from others to contain the spread of disease and contain the outbreak, and countries went into lockdown [2]. This public policy implied that businesses had to be closed, transportation cancelled, and that people had to be confined to their homes; in turn, this led to reduction of air and vehicular travel and therefore reduction in the transportation-related fossil fuel generated greenhouse gas emissions. The output of CO2, one of the prime greenhouse gases fell by 6.4% in the early years of he pandemic (or by 2.3 billion metric tonnes). In turn, this had an unintended mitigating effect on climate change and air quality. Worldwide, people reported visible improvement in air quality. However, this was short-lived as countries lifted lockdowns and travel restrictions and the reported “anthropause” was transient, and greenhouse gas emission rebounded [3]. But these had far reaching consequences for climate change and for Pacific Island nations.
These events suggest a close and interwoven relationship between COVID-19 pandemic and climate change and intuitively, both are connected with human activities, and in both cases, Pacific Island populations are uniquely vulnerable. One may consider that remoteness of the Pacific Islands might be a mitigating factor for Pacific Island population, but neither for COVID-19, nor for climate change such was the case. In case of COVID-19, the first cases of COVID-19 reached the Pacific Island states by March of 2020, and the death tolls increased over 14 times between 2020 and 2023 (cite??). In both climate change and COVID-19 pandemic, while the beginning was slow, it rapidly developed into emergent and urgent situations in regions of the world far removed from the “main theatres” of action, that of slow initial development then rapid spread. How Pacific Island communities responded to the two emergencies has important lessons for everyone. 
In my contribution, I will tell the story of the pandemic and climate change, and I will highlight these intuitions drawing on the epidemiology of COVID-19 pandemic and that of global warming in the context of Pacific Islands. I will also facilitate the discussions and maintain the online conversations 
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Participant 3
Full Name: Akisi Nailaba Ravono
Organisation: University of Fiji
Bio:
Associate Professor at the University of Fiji, a Fiji registered nurse and nurse academic, coordinator nursing education and a member of the University Senate. Holds a PhD-Nursing (Massey University), Master of Arts in Applied Psychology, PG Diploma in Tertiary Teaching, Cert in Counselling and Bachelor of Arts in Management and Public Administration

Participant 3 Contribution: 
Small island countries like the Pacific face significant challenges due to climate change and their vulnerability to external shocks. Such effects underscore the importance of building climate resilience through strategic planning and adaptive measures tailored to the unique socio-economic and cultural characteristics of people (Moncada, & Nguyen, 2024). In seeking solutions to climate crises health effects to Pacific people, we discuss the various Pacific models of health and their influences in mitigating adverse health effects on Pacific people. 
[bookmark: _Hlk76735456]People of Pacific origin share a genealogical-based identity where people are identified through their land, origins, and family connections (Manuela & Sibley, 2015). Various belief patterns exist within the Pacific extend to a range of views on health (Mauri Ora Associates, 2010). There are multiple worldviews and varied perceptions of illness, treatment, prevention, and various belief systems, including religious and cultural aspects, that impact health behaviours and attitudes (Finau & Tukuitonga, 1999; Finau & Finau, 2007; Mauri Ora Associates, 2010; Ravono, 2021). Pacific health experts have proposed different belief systems and various metaphoric frameworks for thinking about how health is conceptualised and how service approaches should be framed for Pacific people (Agnew et al., 2004; Suaalii-Sauni et al., 2009). Such framing has shown how these belief concepts, which have outstanding symbolic features, tend to be rooted in values, customs, and traditions (Cammock et al., 2014). As a result, health service delivery to Pacific communities often fails due to the lack of appropriate cultural context inclusion (Meo-Sewabu, 2015); therefore, health inequalities exist in health care for Pacific people (Mauri Ora Associates, 2010; Ryan et al., 2019). 
[bookmark: _Hlk76735632]Pacific health researchers like Pulotu-Endemann (2001), Kupa (2009), Vudiniabola (2011), Meo-Sewabu (2015) and Ravono (2021) have outlined a variety of context-specific and cultural-appropriate health care models. Climate crisis effects among Pacific people requires in-depth knowledge of lifestyle factors and understanding of cultural factors (Firestone et al., 2020). The presentation will discuss the nine Pacific models that connect to understanding cultural components of health behaviours related to the ways that Pacific people deal with climate crisis.


Participant 4
Full Name: Esala Vakamacawai
Organisation: Pegasus Health PHO
Bio:
Esala Vakamacawai is an iTaukei Fijian with a medical background, especially in General Surgery. He is enrolled as a PhD candidate at the University of Canterbury and works at Pegasus Health Primary Health Organisation as a Pacific Health manager. Esala's work aligns climate change with its health impacts using a case study on Galoa island.  

Participant 4 Contribution: 
While some in developed countries like Australia and New Zealand still harbour mixed feelings about climate change, in the Pacific Islands, there is greater concern as communities face more frequent extreme weather conditions like category 5 cyclones, severe flooding, drought, climate-related village and school relocations, and rising sea levels. In this paper, we will use a case study of Galoa Island, in southern Fiji, to explore the impact of the climate crisis through stories and the lived experiences of the people living there. The case of Galoa, the island, and village of the same name, is a good example of how the climate crisis has expanded beyond the threats of weather and climate-related events to impact the health and well-being of the people directly






Classification: In-Confidence

Classification: In-Confidence

Classification: In-Confidence

