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How can an intersectional lens on weather and climate information services promote equitable adaptation? 


	
Understanding your climate and knowing what the future is likely to hold is essential to be able to adapt. In recognition of this, recent years have seen an expansion of the field of weather and climate information services (WCIS).  WCIS is concerned with developing and communicating actionable information - from weather to climate timescales - and supporting decision making processes. WCIS requires tailoring of information types and communication methods to particular decision contexts. Decision contexts are influenced by socially-constructed intersectional norms, which also affect access to resources, attitudes to risk etc. Therefore, WCIS information needs and communication preferences, as well as uptake, use and evaluation, require analysis with an intersectional lens in order to ensure that they equitably contribute to adaptation.

This panel session comprises two components, taking stock of emerging lessons and then identifying future directions for research and practice. It will start with a series of lightning talks which highlight key lessons around the application of an intersectional lens to WCIS initiatives. This will be followed by a panel discussion focusing on the key future directions for research and practice for how an intersectional lens on climate information services can promote equitable adaptation. The output of the session will be a collective commentary piece, with the opportunity for participants to contribute.

Themes that will be explored in the panel discussion include:
· How the application of an intersectional lens throughout the WCIS value cycle can influence the provision and use by different groups
· The implications of a push for electronic communication channels and how to ensure equitable access
· How WCIS can intersect with other aspects of disaster risk reduction and adaptive capacity building to realise its potential.   
· How WCIS can empower decision-makers of varied needs with relevant information and tools as opposed to providing top-down ‘solutions-driven’ approaches


	INDIVIDUAL PANELLIST CONTRIBUTION

Moderator Details
Full Name: Hallie Eakin
Organisation: University of Arizona 
Bio sketch:
Hallie Eakin is a professor in the School of Sustainability and affiliated professor in the School of Urban Planning and Geographical Sciences at the University of Arizona. Her research interests include governance and social equity in socio-ecological systems and household vulnerability and sustainability of adaptations to global change.

Moderator Details
Full Name: Nadine Methner
Organisation: University of Cape Town
Bio sketch:
Nadine Methner is a research officer at the African Climate and Development Initiative at the University of Cape Town. She is involved in several initiatives that aim to build partnerships and foster knowledge co-production to advance effective and equitable climate change adaptation across Africa.

Panellist 1
Full Name: Katharine Vincent
Organisation: Kulima Integrated Development Solutions
Bio:
Katharine Vincent is director of Kulima Integrated Development Solutions. She engages in transdisciplinary partnerships and facilitates co-production of useable knowledge that helps society to manage the risk posed by climate change, with a particular focus on the global South/majority world.

Presentation 1: Experiences of co-producing inclusive early warnings from WISER Early Warnings for Southern Africa (EWSA)

Panellist 1 Contribution: 
WISER EWSA focused on co-producing early warnings of thunderstorms with marginalised urban populations, particularly women and people with disabilities, in three southern African cities. Needs for these short timeframe warnings were universal, but access to communication channels and capacity to act on the received information was differentiated by gender and physical ability. Given the short timeframe of availability of warnings, ensuring multiple media of communication was essential for accessibility. Differential capacity to act highlights that information can only reduce risk if accompanied by support for equitable response and adaptive capacity.   

Panellist 2
Full Name: Denyse Dookie
Organisation: Grantham Research Institute on Climate Change and Environment London School of Economics and Political Science 
Bio:
Denyse Dookie is a research fellow at the Grantham Research Institute on Climate Change and the Environment at LSE. Her work is broadly centred on using climate information for adaptation, disaster risk reduction and resilience, and she has worked in these fields in the Caribbean, Africa and the UK.

Presentation 2
Targeting gender and inclusion in climate information development and use in South Africa (Denyse Dookie)

Panellist 2 Contribution: 
Surveys and interviews with women and men entrepreneurs in South Africa identified gender differences in the extent and ways in which businesses have been affected by exposure to climate extremes, and in the access to resources upon which they can draw to respond. Gender differences also exist in the timeframes of weather and climate information that are used by men and women. Despite these findings, gender was not perceived to play a big role in access to information or capacity to adapt, particularly when asked about their own experience. 

Panellist 3
Full Name: Ekua Odoom
Organisation: University of Cape Town
Bio:
Ekua Odoom has a PhD in Environmental Science and is currently a Postdoctoral Research Fellow with the African Climate and Development Initiative at University of Cape Town. Dr Odoom has research expertise in Climate Smart Agriculture, sustainability science, green financing and natural resource management.

Presentation 3
Roles and Challenges of Meso-Level Organizations (MLOs) in Climate Information and Services Delivery (ACAMI)

Panellist 3 Contribution: 
Interviews with meso-level organisations in Ghana, Kenya, South Africa and Malawi involved in different parts of climate service design, development and delivery showed diversity across the different countries. Inaccurate and untimely weather forecasts issued to farmers cause distrust in CIS uptake among farmers. Limited access to internet connectivity and mobile phones further restricts the reach of climate advisories, which is often exacerbated by gender disparities in digital access. Findings emphasize the need for enhanced coordination mechanisms among MLOs to help improve WCIS delivery. It is crucial to a large extent, to co-produce climate information services and products to help enhance trust and usability.

Panellist 4
Full Name: Peter Dorward and/or Graham Clarkson
Organisation: University of Reading
Bio:
Peter Dorward (Professor of Agricultural Systems) and Graham Clarkson (Senior Research Fellow) work in the Department for International Development at the University of Reading and have considerable experience of research into agricultural innovation systems and climate services. They are part of a team of developers of the Participatory Integrated Climate Services for Agriculture (PICSA) approach which has been implemented in more than 30 countries. 

Presentation 4
Enabling equitable adaptation: lessons and future ideas from using a participatory climate services approach (PICSA) at large scale in multiple countries

Panellist 4 Contribution: (Maximum 250 words, excluding references)
Participatory Integrated Climate Services for Agriculture (PICSA) is a climate services approach that is stimulating innovation and adaptation in smallholder farming systems across a range of different contexts. This lightning talk will share lessons from the successful scaling to hundreds of thousands of farming households and outline how the approach enables adaptation across different household contexts. Furthermore the talk will also propose how PICSA and other climate services can ensure more equitable adaptation by developing demand driven enabling environments to address the constraints and opportunities faced by different decision makers within and across households.  



