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Introduction Trees (and other plants) are frequently enlisted by municipalities to help address a long list of urban sustainability challenges – from climate change to air quality to resident well-being. Yet, urban greening studies tend to overlook the everyday encounters and places through which people form meaningful relations with trees (March and Bunce 2022; Tam 2022).

Objectives: Recognising the need for socio-cultural insights to enable urban sustainability (Díaz et al., 2018; Lin et al., 2019), this presentation explores how people feel, think, and act in relation with urban trees.

Methodology & Findings: Drawing on multi-method analysis of an email-a-tree initiative in Naarm / Melbourne (Australia), three thematic human-tree relations are considered: solace, communication, and solidarity.

Significance of the work for policy and practice: This detailing enables consideration of urban residents’ expressed emotional, practical, and ethical attachments (not just what benefits they are directed to appreciate), expanding possible engagement and management pathways. 







