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Introduction
Pacific Island Nations, including Fiji, are on the frontlines of climate change, grappling with rising sea levels, shifting weather patterns, and ecosystem fragility. Indigenous iTaukei communities, deeply reliant on coastal ecosystems and traditional practices, are particularly vulnerable. Despite these challenges, indigenous communities have historically demonstrated resilience through comprehensive traditional knowledge systems, which are deeply embedded in their cultural and ecological understanding. However, these systems are not uniform; men, women, and gender-diverse individuals often hold distinct but complementary knowledge systems, shaping how communities respond to environmental change. Previous research has shown the importance of iTaukei traditional knowledge in managing resources sustainably and adapting to climate change, but its gender aspects remain underexplored. 

Objectives
This study explores how gender influences the sharing, preservation, and use of iTaukei traditional knowledge in climate adaptation and disaster resilience. Specifically, it explores how traditional knowledge transmission differs across generations and gender groups, recognizing the roles of men, women, and gender-diverse individuals in shaping community responses to environmental challenges. 

Methodology
This study will utilize a Fijian Vanua Framework for Research (FVRF) to collect data and information. Within this framework, data will be collected using Talanoa dialogues and in-depth interviews with open-ended questions, allowing participants—including men, women, and gender-diverse individuals—to share their experiences and insights. This study also includes a content analysis of Fijian government climate and disaster policies to evaluate the integration of gendered perspectives and traditional knowledge into national adaptation strategies.

Findings
Traditional knowledge in Fiji is passed down through storytelling, hands-on practice, and community rituals. Elders and specific family groups play key roles in teaching disaster preparedness and environmental management, with men focusing on fishing and land use, while women specialize in food preservation and water management. Some families are recognized for their expertise in weather and/or disaster forecasting. However, urban migration and declining youth interest have made it challenging to preserve and transmit this knowledge.

Significance of the work for policy and practice 

This study has significant implications both policy and practice, specifically in the areas of climate adaptation and disaster management. It contributes to a deeper understanding of how gender inclusivity and traditional knowledge can inform and strengthen climate resilience strategies. The findings will provide guidance for policymakers on how to integrate traditional knowledge and gender-inclusive approaches into local and national climate adaptation plans. 

Further, it can inform the development of localized community programs that emphasize the preservation of traditional practices and in conjunction promoting inclusive participation towards climate adaptation and disaster management. Finally, this research also examines gender roles to help create specific activities that support and empower both men and women in sustainable practices.







