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Despite a growing recognition of the importance of designing, rehabilitating, and maintaining green infrastructure to provide essential ecosystem services and adapt to climate change, many decision makers in sub-Saharan Africa continue to favour engineered solutions and short-term economic growth at the expense of natural landscapes and longer-term sustainability agendas (Thorn et al., 2021). Existing green infrastructure is typically maintained in more affluent suburbs, inadvertently perpetuating historic inequalities.  Peri-urban informal settlements house an estimated 59% of the sub-Saharan African population and are expected to grow three-fold by 2050 (UN Habitat 2019).  Peri-urban exposure to risk from increasingly variable and extreme climatic conditions is higher, and adaptive capacity levels are generally lower than residents living in formal urban areas. This is particularly the case for people living along riparian zones susceptible to flooding and water supply shortages (IPCC, 2018).  However, in the last two decades many sub-Saharan African municipalities are increasingly recognising the role that urban green infrastructure can play in just urban transitions towards resilience, by reducing ecological scarcities, social inequalities, and increasing wellbeing. Adapting to climate requires challenging current paradigms of urban planning, and how marginalised populations such as informal settlement dwellers are incorporated into decision making process, particularly in post-colonial and post-apartheid contexts.

This session builds on the work of community led ecosystem-based adaptation planning in low-income informal urban areas Ghana, Nigeria, Tanzania, Namibia, Madagascar, Rwanda and Kenya. Participants will explore and challenge the potential of experiences of the maintenance and implementation of urban green infrastructure, nature and ecosystem based adaptation across diverse contexts. After introductory remarks (5mins), participants will split into four tables, each dedicated to discussing one of four questions, as follows: 

After introductory remarks (5mins), participants will split into four tables, each dedicated to discussing one of four questions, as follows: 

1. How can working with shack dweller federations and community based disaster risk reduction organisations enable a navigation of adaptation to climate change using nature based solutions in more transformative and innovative ways?
2. What are the trade-offs and barriers to governance of urban green infrastructure in informal settlements in Africa?
3. What are key environmental justice inequalities in access to ecosystem services,  and legacy effects of colonial and apartheid eras on adaptive capacity? 
4. How do we democratise decision making and policy development in urban forests in peri urban landscapes?

Session organisers will act as facilitators and rapporteurs. A short video montage, recorded in advance, will stimulate discussion by bringing voices from the frontline of adaptation into the room to share provocative insights at each table. Following this provocation, participants will spend a further 20 minutes at each table. In this way, all participants will get to discuss each question in turn. Non-conventional creative methods will be adopted, including rapid co-drawing and word brainstorming techniques. By the end of four rounds, all participants will gather in plenary. Each group will share outputs and discuss ways forward. 
Organisers will subsequently produce a ‘creative policy brief’ containing key highlights and more detailed drawings, which will in turn be the basis for a comment article for a high-profile science publication. Participants will be invited as co-authors on both publications and through this to initiate a community of practice on greening informal settlement across Africa for climate adaptation. 
Overall, the intention is to provide a space for diverse voices (with lived experiences of environmental change and adaptation interventions) to expose and question the assumptions upon which traditional infrastructure and urban planning is anchored, and to bring their perspectives into the foreground on how nature-based solutions are framed and applied.  Discussions will be explicitly directed towards surfacing equity and social inclusion challenges experienced in adaptation. These questions will each be illuminated by voices from across Africa, via recorded video provocations.
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	PARTICIPANTS

Participant 1
Full Name: Dr Jessica Thorn 
Organisation: University of Namibia, PI of Africa Nature Based Infrastructure lab, Imperial College London
Bio: Dr. Jessica Thorn, a lecturer at Imperial College London and ARISE Fellow at the University of Namibia, researches climate adaptation, biodiversity, and land use. With 17 years’ experience across 65+ countries, she has secured £7M in funding and influenced global policy on environmental change, infrastructure, and ecosystem-based adaptation.
Participant 1 Contribution: 
· Opportunities for collaboration, partnerships, and knowledge exchange.
· Building a community of practice on nature based solutions in informal settlements in Africa 
· Participants will learn about and engage about challenges and opportunities in NbS in informal settlements. 
· Participants will be stimulated to explore fresh perspectives on climate adaptation scenarios with which they are familiar.
Participant 2
Full Name: Rebeca Biancardi Aleu
Organisation: Imperial College London 
Bio 
· Opportunities for collaboration, partnerships, and knowledge exchange.
· Building a community of practice on nature based solutions in informal settlements in Africa 
· Participants will learn about and engage about challenges and opportunities in NbS in informal settlements. 
· Participants will be stimulated to explore fresh perspectives on climate adaptation scenarios with which they are familiar.

 Participant 3
Full Name: GIesberta Naipopya Shaanika
Organisation: University of Namibia 
Bio: Giesberta, an Engineering Geologist with eight years of experience across Namibia, South Africa, and Rwanda, specializes in geological hazard mapping for risk-informed urban planning. Now a PhD student in the FLOURISH project, she explores Nature-based Solutions for flood, heat, and erosion control in Namibia’s informal settlements, integrating science and indigenous knowledge.
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· Opportunities for collaboration, partnerships, and knowledge exchange.
· Building a community of practice on nature based solutions in informal settlements in Africa 
· Participants will learn about and engage about challenges and opportunities in NbS in informal settlements. 
· Participants will be stimulated to explore fresh perspectives on climate adaptation scenarios with which they are familiar.




